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Blessed Advent my dear Secular Franciscan brothers 
and sisters.  Labor Day weekend I was elected and 
humbly accepted a second 3 year term as the regional 
minister of this region.  Working a full time job and 
holding this position can be daunting.  Thanks be to 
God for those who said yes and are serving on this 
council for the next three years to do the work for the 
region.   I humbly ask for your prayers for the council 
to accomplish what is needed over the next 3 years. 
 
Two weeks after I was elected minister, I attended the 
National Chapter at Bon Secours retreat center in 
Maryland and visited St. Anthony Shrine where I 
prayed for our region in front of the relics of St. 
Faustina, St. JPII, St. Maximilian Kolbe, and St.    
Anthony. There was much business to tend to and      
national elections to be held.  The national fraternity 
dialogued, met in small groups, voted on business 
items, elected national officers, celebrated Mass,   
remembered our deceased brothers and sisters, prayed 
together and socialized with others.  I will list      
business items that were voted/decided at chapter in 
September or our most recent zoom meeting           
December 3, 2025: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A task force will be created to determine the best way 
to use the significant bequest left to the national    
fraternity.  It will not be for formation as we have the 
Duns Scotus for that. 

The National Fraternity voted not to become an            
institutional member of FAN. Regional and local          
fraternities and individuals can participate in FAN if they 
choose. 
 
Voting Guideline Clarification: If someone is running for 
a third term in a councilor position (all positions are   
considered councilor positions except minister and vice 
minister), they must win the vote by two thirds vote on 
the first vote.  If they do not win the vote on the first vote, 
they are eliminated from that ballot and may not be    
nominated or elected to any other position. 
 
Priorities/Theme were chosen. Go into the world and pro-
claim the Good News. (Mk 16:15)  
 
New formation books are being test piloted and fine 
tuned. Virtual workshops and guidance for regional    
Formation Directors will be available when they are    
released in 2026. Companion editions will be available. A 
resource called ñSowing the Seedsò to assist with initial 
formation and other steps of formation is being prepared 
by Jan Parker, OFS and Mary Bittner, OFS. 
 
On the question of Spiritual Assistant formation, the friars 
assured us that Spiritual Assistantsô (SA) training and  
outreach are priorities. Plans for virtual and in-person SA 
training, especially new RSA training, will be made at the 
next CNSA in-person meeting in California in January. 
Workshops for local SAs will also be discussed. On the 
question of coordination of the Regional Spiritual        
Assistants (RSAs), the RSAs are free to appoint a        
secretary for their conference; in some cases, it may work   
better for the REC or one of the friars appointing them to 
suggest or appoint one. The RSAs are equal and             
co-responsible; any RSA may go to any fraternity, and the 
RSAs decide who fulfills which duty. Teamwork and 
communication are key. 

TAU magazine will be printed and mailed 4 
times a year for those who want it.  It is 
encouraged to choose to    receive it 
electronically rather than print in order 
to save printing cost. This info should 
be collected at the time of the annual 
report and reported to Dona, the data-
base  manager. 
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ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÐÁÇÅɊ 

¶ Guidelines for Fraternal Accompaniment were approved. 
¶ Guidelines for Affiliates was approved. 
¶ Three in person NEC meetings approved. 
¶ 2026 Chapter will include committee chairs.   
¶ Formation directors at the local level are to be elected, not appointed. 

 
 
The Budget was approved.  There was discussion on raising fair share at the national level.  National has already raised it 
once around my first term our region has not.  If national raises it again, it will take a bigger chunk of what we collect at 
the regional level, leaving less funds for our region to use. 
 
 
Joe Makley OFS  JPIC committee chair has been working with a committee of people to put out a statement from 
NAFRA on immigration.  We reviewed the statement at our most recent National Zoom Meeting on December 3.  There 
were a couple more regional ministers who would like to contribute to the statement before it is approved. 
 
2026 National Chapter is in Wichita, KS.  Our Juan de Padilla region is hosting.  If youôd like to be on the committee or 
help in some way during that week Oct 10 - 17, 2026 Please contact someone on the REC.  Larry Menestrina OFS, St. 
Anthony fraternity in Wichita  is the lead contact person for arranging transportation for attendees arriving from across 
the nation for the chapter and for planning the half day away.  We have a zoom meeting December 16, 2025 with the  
national chapter planning committee. 
 
2027 National Chapter is in New Orleans, LA 
2028 Chapter will be national elections with the location to potentially be The Casa in Scottsdale, AZ 
National Chapters will not be shortened due to the amount of business that needs completed, the fraternity of being to-
gether face to face, and the opportunity for committee chairs to attend in non election and non visitation years.   
 

Annual Reports from your local fraternity are due BEFORE December 31, 2025 by email to me, as the database 
will be locked for some time after that date for national to collect number data.  Fair share payments are due no 
later than February 1, 2026. 

 
A regional treasurerôs zoom will take place in January. 

 
The current REC is conducting visitations and elections.  We will be updating the schedule when we have our 
REC retreat Palm Sunday weekend in Victoria.  There is much work to be done.  We are also working on details 
for summer gathering in July 2026.  The summer gathering and chapter meeting will be held the same weekend 
in July 2026.  This is to cut down on cost.  Hosting the visitation and election in August 2025 cost a significant 
amount and without raising fair share, plus our region hosting national chapter in October 2026, we must be wise 
in our planning and budgeting. 

 
Consider attending the Q in Louisville, KY July 29 - Aug 2, 2026.  There are scholarships available from nation-
al to help attend.  Celebrating the Centenary 800 years since the Easter of St. Francis, this might be something to 
seriously consider attending.  

 
The REC made a visit to Basehor, KS to meet with people in that area wanting information about OFS.  We have 
also made a trip to Tahlequah, OK to meet with Little Portion fraternity and a group of people from Fayetteville, 
AR who are interested in OFS and have been meeting regularly. 

 
During this Advent Season I encourage you brothers and sisters to take time away to pray.  Be Still.  Read some-
thing Franciscan everyday.  Pray the Angelus during this Advent Season.  Light an Advent Wreath and meditate 
on the four gifts or themes of Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  Pray the 7 Crown Rosary or the Franciscan 
Family Chaplet.  Spend time in quiet in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  Give of your time, talent, or treasure to 
others who could benefit from the gift of yourself. 
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December 13, 2025 
Electionsð 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

Prince of Peace Church 
Olathe, KS 

FraternalðSylvia Ridge 

Ecclesial ðDona Gibbons 

July 17-19, 2026 
JDP Regional Chapter & 
Summer Gathering 

Spiritual Life Center 

Wichita, KS 

ChapterðMinisters & SAs 

GatheringðAll Invited 

July 29-August 2, 2026 21st Quinquennial Congress Lexington, Kentucky All Invited 

October 10-17, 2026 

National OFS Chapterðô 

JDP Hosting (Volunteers 
Needed) 

Spiritual Life Center 

Wichita, KS 

NEC, Regional Ministers 

Observers Welcome  

ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÐÁÇÅɊ 

 

1=?A #AJAs 
 

#NAJ@= )==O 0'4 
3ACEKJ=H .EJEOPANs +Q=J @A 1=@EHH= 3ACEKJ 

Recently I was suffering through a hurtful experience and was humbled once again.  I was reminded of the fol-
lowing Scriptures:   
Remember man that you were dust, to dust you shall return. (Genesis 3:19)   Remembering where I came 
from and where I will go.  Who am I really?  What really matters in this life?  Am I focused in the right direc-
tion, on the right person? 

 
Naked I came from my motherôs womb, naked I leave this world. (Job 1:21)  Our dear Lord Jesus life on 
earth.  His beginning and end.  So it will be for me, canôt take anything or anyone with me.   Jesus born in a 
manger. Died on a cross.  Humility. 

 
Go into the world and proclaim the Good News. (Mk 16:15)  
The National Theme for the next 3 years.  Am I doing this and doing it well?  What or how do I need to change? 

 
May you all have a blessed Christmas and Joyful New Year! 
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Chapel at St Anthony Shrine 

Art at St Anthony Shrine. 

Mass with the national spiritual assistants: 
Fr Jerome Wolbert OFM, Fr John de la 
Riva OFM Cap, Fr Marek Stybor Conven-
tual,  Fr Tomas - international election pre-
sider 

Acorns fell from the oak trees regularly.   
It sounded like it was starting to rain or 
hail, but it was the nuts falling from the 
trees at Bon Secours. 

Statue of St Anthony and 
the donkey as you arrive 
at St Anthony Shrine 

Relics of St Faustina, St Maximilian Kolbe, St John Paul II 

Relic of St Anthony 
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M a r y,  t h e  L i v i n g  Te m p l e  ð   

A  R e f l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e                       
P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  V i r g i n  M a r y 

ШШШШШШƚШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚĦċŰƚЯШƽĲШċƖĲШĬƖċƽŰШƣŸШƓŸŰĬĲƖШƣőĲШƕƨŔĲƣШůŸůĲŰƣƚШŸŉШ]ŸĬќƚШŊƖċĦĲШуШƣőĲШőŔĬĬĲŰШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊƚЯШ
ƣőĲШƣĲŰĬĲƖШљǃĲƚњШƣőċƣШƖŔƓƓũĲƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƚċũƻċƣŔŸŰШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШ§ŰĲШƚƨĦőШůŸůĲŰƣШĦŸůĲƚШƣŸШƨƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШ
[ĲċƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШ7ũĲƚƚĲĬШéŔƖŊŔŰШ~ċƖǃЯШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬШŸŰШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΝЮ 

ШШШШШШÑőŸƨŊőШŔƣƚШƚƣŸƖǃШĦŸůĲƚШƣŸШƨƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÂƖŸƣŸĲƻċŰŊĲũŔƨůШŸŉШsċůĲƚЯШċŰШĲċƖũǃШċƓŸĦƖǃƓőċũШƣĲǂƣШƖċƣőĲƖШ
ƣőċŰШƣőĲШĦċŰŸŰŔĦċũШ]ŸƚƓĲũƚЯШƣőĲШŉĲċƚƣШĦċƖƖŔĲƚШċШĬĲĲƓШƣőĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƣƖƨƣőШƣőċƣШƣƖċŰƚĦĲŰĬƚШƣőĲШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ
őŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШĬĲƣċŔũЮШ ĦĦŸƖĬŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőċƣШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰЯШ~ċƖǃќƚШƓċƖĲŰƣƚЯШsŸċĦőŔůШċŰĬШ ŰŰċЯШŸǭĲƖĲĬШƣőĲŔƖШǃŸƨŰŊШ
ĬċƨŊőƣĲƖШƣŸШ]ŸĬШŔŰШƣőĲШÑĲůƓũĲШƽőĲŰШƚőĲШƽċƚШƣőƖĲĲШǃĲċƖƚШŸũĬЯШŉƨũǯũũŔŰŊШċШƓƖŸůŔƚĲШůċĬĲШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШ
ǃĲċƖƚШŸŉШĦőŔũĬũĲƚƚŰĲƚƚЮ 

ШШШШШШìőĲƣőĲƖШŸƖШŰŸƣШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰƣШőċƓƓĲŰĲĬШċƚШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬЯШƣőĲШůĲċŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШŉĲċƚƣШƚőŔŰĲƚШĤƖŔŊőƣũǃаШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ
ƻĲƖǃШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШŸŉШőĲƖШũŔŉĲЯШ~ċƖǃШƽċƚШƽőŸũũǃШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШƣŸШ]ŸĬЮШÑőĲШőŸũŔŰĲƚƚШĤĲƚƣŸƽĲĬШƨƓŸŰШőĲƖШċƣШƣőĲШ
ůŸůĲŰƣШŸŉШőĲƖШfůůċĦƨũċƣĲШ9ŸŰĦĲƓƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШŰŸƣШċШƚƣċƣŔĦШŊŔŉƣШĤƨƣШċШũŔƻŔŰŊШƖĲċũŔƣǃШƣőċƣШŊƖĲƽШċŰĬШĬĲĲƓр
ĲŰĲĬЮШÑőĲШÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШƖĲůŔŰĬƚШƨƚШƣőċƣШ~ċƖǃќƚШĲŰƣŔƖĲШĤĲŔŰŊуőĲċƖƣЯШůŔŰĬЯШċŰĬШĤŸĬǃуƽċƚШċШĬƽĲũũŔŰŊШ
ƓũċĦĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĬŔƻŔŰĲЮ 

ШШШШШШШfŰШƣőŔƚШůǃƚƣĲƖǃЯШ~ċƖǃШĤĲĦŸůĲƚШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШċŰĬШƣƖƨĲƚƣШљƣĲůƓũĲњЯШŰŸƣШůċĬĲШĤǃШőƨůċŰШőċŰĬƚШĤƨƣШ
ŉŸƖůĲĬШĤǃШ]ŸĬќƚШŊƖċĦĲЮШìŔƣőŔŰШőĲƖЯШƣőĲШìŸƖĬШƽŸƨũĬШŸŰĲШĬċǃШƣċťĲШǰĲƚőЮШcĲƖШũŔŉĲШŔƚШċШůŸĬĲũШŸŉШƣŸƣċũШƚĲũŉ-
ŊŔŉƣШуШċШƕƨŔĲƣЯШƨŰƽċƻĲƖŔŰŊШŸƓĲŰŰĲƚƚШƣŸШ]ŸĬќƚШƽŔũũЮ 

ШШШШШШ[ŸƖШƨƚЯШċƚШůĲůĤĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШÉĲĦƨũċƖШ[ƖċŰĦŔƚĦċŰШ§ƖĬĲƖЯШƣőŔƚШŉĲċƚƣШŔŰƻŔƣĲƚШƖĲǰĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŰШŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƻŸĦċр
ƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĤĲШũŔƻŔŰŊШƣĲůƓũĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШcŸũǃШÉƓŔƖŔƣЮШÉƣЮШÂċƨũШƖĲůŔŰĬƚШƨƚШƣőċƣШљƽĲШċƖĲШ]ŸĬќƚШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊњШыΝШ9ŸƖШΟаΦьШ
ċŰĬШƣőċƣШ9őƖŔƚƣШcŔůƚĲũŉШĬƽĲũũƚШƽŔƣőŔŰШƨƚЮШxŔťĲШ~ċƖǃЯШƽĲШċƖĲШĦċũũĲĬШƣŸШŸǭĲƖШŸƨƖƚĲũƻĲƚШĬċŔũǃШуШŸƨƖШƣŔůĲЯШ
ŸƨƖШƽŸƖťЯШŸƨƖШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚШуШƣŸШƣőĲШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШŸŉШ]ŸĬШċŰĬШŰĲŔŊőĤŸƖЮ 

ШШШШШШfŰШċШƽŸƖũĬШƣőċƣШŸŉƣĲŰШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲƚШċƨƣŸŰŸůǃШċŰĬШƚĲũŉ-ƚƨǭŔĦŔĲŰĦǃЯШ~ċƖǃќƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШƣĲċĦőĲƚШƨƚШƣőĲШ
ĤĲċƨƣǃШŸŉШĦŸŰƚĲĦƖċƣŔŸŰЯШŸŉШƓũċĦŔŰŊШŸŰĲќƚШũŔŉĲШŉƨũũǃШŔŰШƣőĲШőċŰĬƚШŸŉШ]ŸĬЮШcĲƖШĲǂċůƓũĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲƚШƨƚШƣŸШƣƖƨƚƣШ
ƣőċƣШőŸũŔŰĲƚƚШŔƚШŰŸƣШċĦőŔĲƻĲĬШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƚƣƖŔƻŔŰŊШĤƨƣШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƚƨƖƖĲŰĬĲƖЮШШШШ 

ШШШШШƚШƽĲШĲŰƣĲƖШƣőŔƚШƚĲċƚŸŰШŸŉШŊƖċĦĲШċŰĬШƓƖĲƓċƖċƣŔŸŰЯШůċǃШƽĲШċƚťШ~ċƖǃЯШƣőĲШũŔƻŔŰŊШƣĲůƓũĲЯШƣŸШŊƨŔĬĲШƨƚШŔŰШ
ŸǭĲƖŔŰŊШŸƨƖƚĲũƻĲƚШċŰĲƽШƣŸШƣőĲШxŸƖĬШуШƽŔƣőШƚŔůƓũŔĦŔƣǃЯШőƨůŔũŔƣǃЯШċŰĬШŢŸǃШуШƚŸШƣőċƣШ9őƖŔƚƣШůċǃШƣƖƨũǃШĬƽĲũũШ
ƽŔƣőŔŰШƨƚШċŰĬШƚőŔŰĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŸƨƖШũŔƻĲƚЮ 

ÂĲċĦĲШċŰĬШċũũШŊŸŸĬЯ 
ÉǃũƻŔċЮÅŔĬŊĲеЮ§[ÉеЮÅĲŊŔŸŰċũЮ[ŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЮ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖ 
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Chalking the Door at Epiphany  

3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ -ÉÄÄÌÅ !ÇÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎ ɉÏÒ ÎÅÁÒɊ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ×Å ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȟ 

ÍÁÒËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ÐÏÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÁÌË ɉÁÎ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅȢɊ  7Å ÍÁÒË 

ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÈÅ -ÁÇÉ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÅÒÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒȟ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÒÏÓÓÅÓȡ  ΤΡ Ϲ # Ϲ - Ϲ " Ϲ ΤΨ 

4ÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÓ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÅÎÄÁÒÙ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÇÉɂ#ÁÓÐÁÒȟ -ÅÌÃÈÉÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ "ÁÌÔÈÁÚÁÒͺ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÔÉÎ ÍÏÔÔÏȡ #ÈÒÉÓÔÕÓ 

ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎÅÍ ÂÅÎÅÄÉÃÁÔȟ Ȱ-ÁÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÂÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȱȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ %ØÏÄÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅÓ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÏÏÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

,ÏÒÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÁÓÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȠ ÂÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÉÔÕÁÌȟ ×Å ÍÁÒË ÏÕÒ ÄÏÏÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÁÌË ÁÓ Á ÓÉÇÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 

ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÁÉÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÔÅÌ ÉÓ ÍÁÒËÅÄȡ    

      The three Wise Men 

                   C Caspar 

 M Melchior 

                 B and Balthazar followed he star of Godõs Son 

  Who became man 

 20 two thousand years ago 

 26 and twenty ð three years ago. 

 ++ May Christ bless this home 

 ++ and remain with us throughout the new year. 

-ÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÂÅ Á ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅ ×Å ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ     

ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  - -ÁÇÎÉǢÃÁÔȟ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΨΦΦά 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

Epiphany Blessing of a Home  

!,,ȡ  ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓ 

(ÅÁÒ ÏÄ (ÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȡ  Ȱ0ÅÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ Ä×ÅÌÌ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ 

!,,ȡ  "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÂÅ 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȢ 

2%!$%2ȡ  )Î  ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 

×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȢ  !ÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ (ÉÍ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅȢȢȢ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ǨÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ 

Ä×ÅÌÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÓÁ× (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒͻÓ ÏÎÌÙ 3ÏÎȟ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÔÈȢ  ɉ*ÏÈÎ ΣȡΣ-Υȟ ΣΦɊ          

 5ÓÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÌËȟ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÏÒ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅȡ 

 

 

 

 

 

!,,ȡ  ,ÏÒÄ 'ÏÄ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ  ÂÅÇÏÔÔÅÎ 3ÏÎ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÓÔÁÒȢ  "ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ 

ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÉÎÈÁÂÉÔ ÉÔȢ  -ÁÙ ×Å ÂÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÒÔȟ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÁ×Ȣ  

&ÉÌÌ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÙ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÁÌÌȢ  7Å ÁÓË ÔÈÉÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȢ  !ÍÅÎ 

ɉ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒɊ 

ϹΤΡ Ϲ #ÈÒÉÓÔÕÓ Ϲ -ÁÎÓÉÏÎ Ϲ "ÅÎÅÄÉÃÁÔ Ϲ ΤΨ Ϲ  

ɉ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒɊ 

4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÍÅÁÎȟ Ȱ-ÁÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔ "ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȱȢ  ɉ%ÁÃÈ ×ÏÒÄ 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ Á ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȢɊ 

/Ò ÏÐÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÇÉ 

Ϲ ΤΡ Ϲ #ÁÓÐÁÒ Ϲ -ÅÌÃÈÉÏÒ Ϲ "ÁÌÔÈÁÚÁÒ Ϲ ΤΨ Ϲ 

 %ÁÃÈ ÎÁÍÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ Á ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ                             
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȢ 

%0)0(!.9 ",%33).' 



 Ω 

2ÅÎÅÅȟ -ÅÇÁÎȟ "ÅÔÈȟ 

-ÉËÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÎÁ ÁÔ (ÏÌÙ 

4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ,ÅÎÅØÁȟ +3Ȣ 

Our Lady of Sorrows Fraternity 

/ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ ÏÆ 3ÏÒÒÏ×Ó &ÒÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ 

ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË /ÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ $ÏÏÒ ÂÙ *ÏÁÎ 7ÁÔÓÏÎȢ 

7Å ÔÈÅÎ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÐÉÌÇÒÉÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ $ÏÏÒ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 

0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ #ÉÔÙȟ +3Ȣ 7Å ÐÒÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

0ÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ $ÏÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÅÎÔ 

ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÑÕÉÅÔ ÒÅǨÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 

)Î /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ×Å ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ !Ì×ÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ &ÏÒÅÖÅÒ -ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ 

!ÎÉÍÁÌ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÉÎ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ (ÉÌÌȟ +3Ȣ /ÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ 

ÓÐÅÎÔ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÏË ÔÈÅ ÄÏÇÓ ÆÏÒ Á 

×ÁÌËȢ 7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÍÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÕÓ ÏÆ 3Ô 

&ÒÁÎÃÉÓ ÁÔ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ #ÈÅÅËȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ Á 

ÍÅÁÌ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ 

)Î .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ ×Å ÐÒÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÕÌÓ ÉÎ 

0ÕÒÇÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÔ 2ÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ ÉÎ ,ÅÎÅØÁȟ +3Ȣ 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ !ÄÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ /ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ 

ÏÆ 3ÏÒÒÏ×Ó ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄȢ 

!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÐÏÓÔÏÌÁÔÅ ×Å ÄÉÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔ ÁÄÕÌÔ 

ÃÏÌÏÒÉÎÇ ÂÏÏËÓȟ ÐÕÚÚÌÅ ÂÏÏËÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 

!ÄÖÅÎÔ (ÅÁÌÔÈ -ÅÎÔÁÌ (ÅÁÌÔÈ )Î-0ÁÔÉÅÎÔ 4ÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ 

#ÅÎÔÅÒȢ /ÕÒ !ÄÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ 

ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȢ  

4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ×Å ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË 

ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ  

7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 

ÆÒÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ -ÁÓÓȟ !ÄÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 

3ÕÍÍÅÒ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÍÅÁÌÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  

-ÁÒÉÎÁ :ÅÌÌÅÒȟ -ÅÇÁÎ 2ÁÔÚÌÁǟȟ 

"ÅÔÈ !ÎÔÏÎÁÃÃÉȟ 2ÅÎÅÅ 3ÃÈÍÉÔȟ 

3ÕÓÁÎ 4ÁÂÏÒ ɉÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔɊȟ 

-ÉËÅ 0ÏÔÔÏÒǟ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÎÁ &ÅÒÒÅÌÌ ÁÔ 

ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ $ÏÏÒ ÉÎ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 

#ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌȢ 

-ÁÒÉÎÁ :ÅÌÌÅÒȟ "ÅÔÈ !ÎÔÏÎÁÃÃÉȟ 

2ÅÎÅÅ 3ÃÈÍÉÔ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ #ÈÅÅË 

ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÕÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓȢ 

"ÅÔÈȟ -ÁÒÉÎÁȟ -ÉËÅ ÁÎÄ 

-ÅÇÁÎ ÁÔ 2ÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

#ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙȢ 
4ÈÒÅÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÂÅÌÏ×ȡ -ÉËÅ 0ÏÔÔÏÒǟȟ 2ÅÎÅÅ 3ÃÈÍÉÔȟ "ÅÔÈ 

!ÎÔÏÎÁÃÃÉ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ #ÈÅÅË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !Ì×ÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ &ÏÒÅÖÅÒ 

-ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÉÎ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ (ÉÌÌȟ +3Ȣ 

2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ #ÈÅÅËȟ -ÁÒÉÎÁ :ÅÌÌÅÒȟ 

"ÅÔÈ !ÎÔÏÎÁÃÃÉȟ 'ÅÎÎÁ &ÅÒÒÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ 

2ÅÎÅÅ 3ÃÈÍÉÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 

'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇȢ 



 Ϊ 

        )Î ÍÉÄ-.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ $ÁÖÉÄ %ÈÒÌÉÃÈ ÁÎÄ $ÁÎ ,ÏÎÎÑÕÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

"ÒÏÔÈÅÒ *ÁÃÏÂÁ &ÒÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÂÙ *ÏÈÎ 0ÆÅÉǟÅÒ ÄÒÏÖÅ 

Á ΤΨ ÆÏÏÔ ÒÅÎÔÁÌ ÔÒÕÃË ÆÒÏÍ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÃË   -ÅȤ

ÓÁ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏ .ÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÃË 

×ÁÓ ÌÏÁÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ΤΧ ÎÅ× ÍÁÔÔÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÄ ÆÒÁÍÅÓȟ  ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅȟ 

×ÁÓÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÙÅÒȟ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅÓȟ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓȟ ÔÏÙÓȟ 

ÅÔÃȢ 7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÄ ÆÒÁÍÅÓ 

ÁÓ Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÉÎÇ 

ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏǟÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÎÏÎ-ÐÒÏǢÔÓ ÂÙ -ÁÔÔÒÅÓÓ &ÉÒÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÒÅÓÓȤ

ÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÄ ÆÒÁÍÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÒÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÈÏÇÁÎ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ 

ÓÉÔÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÕÌÁÒ ÈÏÍÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÅÒÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 

ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙȢ ! ÈÏÇÁÎ ÉÓ Á ÓÁÃÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ Ä×ÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏȢ 

       %ÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÉÎ *ÕÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÒÉÏ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ 4ÕÂÁ #ÉÔÙȟ       

!ÒÉÚÏÎÁȟ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÎ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÒÅÎÔÁÌ ÔÒÕÃË 

ÌÏÁÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅȟ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅÓȟ ÄÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ 

×ÁÒÅȟ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅÓȟ ÂÏÏËÓȟ ÔÏÙÓȟ ÅÔÃȢ 4ÈÅÎȟ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȟ $ÁÖÉÄ ÁÎÄ $ÁÎ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ #ÈÅÙÅÎÎÅ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 

ÉÎ ÓÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ -ÏÎÔÁÎÁȢ ! ÌÁÒÇÅ Ψ ÂÕÒÎÅÒ ÇÁÓ ÓÔÏÖÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÉÎ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÉÔÅÍ ÌÏÁÄÅÄ ÏÎ 

ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÃËȢ !ÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÖÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅȟ ÍÁÎÙȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÎÅ× ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÁÃËÐÁÃËÓ ǢÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÅ× ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓȟ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅÓȟ ÔÏÙÓȟ ÅÔÃȢ 

&ÒÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÎ ÓÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÏØÉÎÇ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÌÏÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÃË ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á 

ÔÒÉÐȢ ! ǢÎÁÌ ÔÒÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÐÉ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓȾÂÏÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙȟ 

ÍÁÎÙ ×ÒÁÐÐÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÏÙÓȢ  - $ÁÎÉÅÌ ,ÏÎÎÑÕÉÓÔ /&3 

4ÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ Υ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÃË -ÅÓÁ ÔÒÉÐȠ ÔÈÅ 
ÎÅØÔ ÐÈÏÔÏ ÉÓ ÏÆ &Ò *ÏÈÎ 4ÏÅÐÆÅÒȟ /&-ȟ #ÁÐȢȟ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÃËȟ ÄÒÉÖÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÁÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ ÁÓ 
×Å ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ -ÏÎÔÁÎÁȠ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ǢÎÁÌ ÐÈÏȤ
ÔÏ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÕÂÁ #ÉÔÙȟ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏ    ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎȢ  
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ΤΡΤΧȢ 

St Joseph fraternity and Il Poverello fraternity from NE at the Capuchin Spiritual Life Center in Victoria on a 
Day Retreat led by Fr Curtis Carlson OFM Cap.  
 
Mass, Confession, spiritual talk and quiet meditation time was held along with a blessing with the Padre Pio 
first class relic.  Members socialized during a brown bag lunch.  
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