Formation Friday, February 28, 2025 (en espafiol abajo)
Please share with your local fraternity

The Canticle of the Creatures

In 2025 we celebrate the 800" Anniversary of the Canticle of the Creatures. As we begin this year, we offer St. Francis’s
own words as they appear in the Canticle. Composed in 1225 during his last illness, St. Francis gives glory to God through
all of creation in the first portion of the canticle. Ever the peacemaker, he added verses 10 and 11 at a time when the
political and religious authorities of Assisi were in conflict. Then, right before his death, he added two verses praising
God for “Sister Bodily Death,” calling us to penance and conversion.

The Canticle of the Creatures

!Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,

Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all blessing, ®'#° Rv411

2To You alone, Most High, do they belong,
and no human is worthy to mention Your name.®

3Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures, ™8’

especially Sir Brother Sun,
Who is the day and through whom You give us light.©

“And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor;
and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.

>Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, ™ %%

in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.?

SPraised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather,
through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures.

’Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, Ps148:4 Ps 1485

who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.

8Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, °" 3

through whom You light the night, Ps 7514 [Vulgate, Ps 77:14]
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

°Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, °" 374
who sustains and governs us,

and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs. Ps 10413 [Vulgate, Ps 103:13] Ps 104:14 [Vulgate, Ps 103:14]

praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your
|Ove, Mt 6:12
and bear infirmity and tribulation.”

HBlessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.

2praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no one living can escape.®

BWoe to those who die in mortal sin.



Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,
for the second death ?v %11 Rv20:6 sha|| do them no harm.?

praise and bless my Lord 3% and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.

https://digitalcollections.franciscantradition.org/document/bx4700-f6f722-1999/francis_of assisi early documents -
the saint/1999-00-00?pageNo=113

After reading the Canticle, go back and look at the Scripture sources indicated—read the passages—see how Francis
was influenced by his intimate knowledge of Scripture.

+What part does Scripture play in your daily life? What does “going from Gospel to life and life to the Gospel” (Article 4
of our Rule) mean to you?

The Canticle speaks of St. Francis’s love for all of creation.

+Using St. Clare’s advice to “Gaze, Contemplate, Meditate, and Imitate, think about your relationship to God’s creation.
+How does your relationship with creation affect your relationship with God and your brothers and sisters?

Reread verses 10 and 11 of the Canticle.

+How do you serve as a peacemaker in your family, job, or community?
+In what ways is it difficult for you to “forgive” those who don’t agree with you?
+Verse 10 calls to mind the story of Perfect Joy. What is Francis telling us in that story and in this canticle?

Verses 12 and 13 talk about the end of life and how we are to prepare.

+Give some thought to the qualities it takes to accept our eventual death or the death of someone we love.
+Reread the Prologue to the Rule of 1978, especially “Concerning Those Who Do Not Do Penance.” Why are penance
and conversion so important to us?

e
Formacidn 28 de febrero 2025 Por favor compartir con sus fraternidades locales
Cantico de las Criaturas

En 2025 celebramos el 800 aniversario del Cantico de las Criaturas. Al comenzar este afio, ofrecemos las propias
palabras de San Francisco tal como aparecen en el Cantico. Compuesto en 1225 durante su ultima enfermedad, San
Francisco da gloria a Dios a través de toda la creacién en la primera parte del cantico. Siempre pacificador, afiadio los
versiculos 10 y 11 en un momento en que las autoridades politicas y religiosas de Asis estaban en conflicto. Luego, justo
antes de su muerte, anadio dos versiculos alabando a Dios por la "Hermana Muerte Corporal”, lamandonos a la
penitencia y a la conversion.

ALABANZAS DE LAS CRIATURAS

1Altisimo, omnipotente, buen Sefior,
tuyas son las alabanzas, la gloria y el honor y toda bendicion.

2A ti solo, Altisimo, corresponden,
y ningiin hombre es digno de hacer de ti mencién.

3Loado seas, mi Sefor, con todas tus criaturas,
especialmente el sefior hermano sol,
el cual es dia, y por el cual nos alumbras.


https://digitalcollections.franciscantradition.org/document/bx4700-f6f722-1999/francis_of_assisi_early_documents_-_the_saint/1999-00-00?pageNo=113
https://digitalcollections.franciscantradition.org/document/bx4700-f6f722-1999/francis_of_assisi_early_documents_-_the_saint/1999-00-00?pageNo=113

4Y él es bello y radiante con gran esplendor,

de ti, Altisimo, lleva significacion.

5Loado seas, mi Sefior, por la hermana luna y las estrellas,
en el cielo las has formado luminosas y preciosas y bellas.

6Loado seas, mi Seinor, por el hermano viento,
y por el aire y el nublado y el sereno y todo tiempo,
por el cual a tus criaturas das sustento.

7Loado seas, mi Senor, por la hermana agua,
la cual es muy util y humilde y preciosa y casta.

8Loado seas, mi Senor, por el hermano fuego,
por el cual alumbras la noche,
y él es bello y alegre y robusto y fuerte.

9Loado seas, mi Sefior, por nuestra hermana la madre tierra,
la cual nos sustenta y gobierna,
y produce diversos frutos con coloridas flores y hierba.

10Loado seas, mi Sefior, por aquellos que perdonan por tu amor,
y soportan enfermedad y tribulacién.

11Bienaventurados aquellos que las soporten en paz,
porque por ti, Altisimo, coronados seran.

12Loado seas, mi Sefior, por nuestra hermana la muerte corporal,
de la cual ningin hombre viviente puede escapar.

13jAy de aquellos que mueran en pecado mortal!:
bienaventurados aquellos a quienes encuentre en tu santisima voluntad,
porque la muerte segunda no les hard mal.

14load y bendecid a mi Sefior,
y dadle gracias y servidle con gran humildad.
http://franciscanos.org/esfa/cant.html

El Cantico habla del amor de San Francisco por toda la creacion.

+Usando el consejo de Santa Clara de "Mirar, Contemplar, Meditar e Imitar, piense en su relacién con la creacién de
Dios.

+¢Como afecta su relacion con la creacion su relacion con Dios y con sus hermanos y hermanas?

Releer los versiculos 10 y 11 del Cantico.

+ ¢Como se desempefia como pacificador en su familia, trabajo o comunidad?

+ ¢De qué manera te resulta dificil "perdonar" a los que no estan de acuerdo contigo?

+ El versiculo 10 recuerda la historia de Perfect Joy. ¢ Qué nos dice Francisco en esa historia y en este cantico?

Los versiculos 12 y 13 hablan sobre el final de la vida y cdémo debemos prepararnos.

+ Piense un poco en las cualidades que se necesitan para aceptar nuestra eventual muerte o la muerte de alguien a
quien amamos.

+ Releer el Prélogo de la Regla de 1978, en especial "Sobre los que no hacen penitencia". ¢ Por qué son tan importantes
para nosotros la penitencia y la conversién?


http://franciscanos.org/esfa/cant.html

