Formation Friday September 20, 2024 Frequently Asked Questions #7
Please share with your local fraternity (en espafiol abajo)

Frequently Asked Questions answered by our General Constitutions (GC): For the next several weeks we will take a look
at some questions given in the 2010 edition of the Handbook for Servant Leadership. The same questions often arise on
our councils and in our fraternities. Becoming familiar with the Constitutions is very helpful in addressing issues that
arise in fraternities at all levels. For the complete, latest translation of the entire document, visit:
https://ciofs.info/library/official-documents/ or https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-
the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/

+ What provisions for life in fraternity should be made by the fraternity? [GC Article 53]
Please read each section and discuss the questions that follow. Also, read the article of the Rule mentioned.

Constitutions Article 53

1. OFS Rule Article 24. The Fraternity must offer to its members opportunities for coming together and
collaborating through meetings to be held with as great a frequency as allowed by the situation and, with the
involvement of all its members.

+ How often does your fraternity gather? How long are the gatherings? Do you wish you gathered more or less?
Why?

+ Each time you meet, what is the pattern of the gatherings? (Prayer, announcements, ongoing formation, etc.) +
What would you change about the gathering? (Your discussion group might want to share this with the council.)
+ How would you describe the environment of your fraternity gatherings? What suggestions would you make to
the council?

2. OFS Rule Articles 6; 8. The fraternity should come together periodically, also as a Church community to celebrate
the Eucharist in a climate which strengthens the fraternal bond and characterises the identity of the Franciscan
family. Where, for whatever reason, this particular celebration may not be possible, they should participate in the
celebration of the larger Church community.

+ On what occasions does your fraternity attend mass together?

3. To belong to the OFS, it is essential to be attached to a local Fraternity and be actively involved in the life of that
Fraternity. Appropriate initiatives should be adopted according to the directives of the National Statutes, to keep
those brothers and sisters united to the Fraternity who — for valid reasons of health, family, work, or distance —
cannot actively participate in community life.

+ Does your fraternity have members who only attend occasionally? How can you encourage them to participate?
+ Does you fraternity have members who are excused from gatherings for good reason? How does the fraternity
maintain contact with them? How do you personally maintain contact with one or more of these members?

4. The Fraternity remembers with gratitude its brothers and sisters who have passed away and continues its
communion with them by prayer and in the Eucharist.

+ How does your fraternity remember those who have passed away?

+ Is there anything special that you do as a fraternity when someone passes?

+ What is done for those who have died in past years as part of fraternity life?

5. The National Statutes can provide special ways of associating with the Fraternity for those who, without
becoming a member of the OFS, want to participate in its life and activities.

You can read the National Statutes at this link: https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/statutes-of-the-national-
fraternity-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-in-the-united-states-of-america-2/
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Formacion 20 de septiembre, 2024 (Compartir con su fraternidad local.) Preguntas frecuentes #7

Preguntas Frecuentes Respondidas por nuestras Constituciones Generales (CG): Durante las proximas semanas
echaremos un vistazo a algunas preguntas dadas en la edicidon 2010 del Manual para el Liderazgo de Servicio. Las
mismas preguntas surgen a menudo en nuestros consejos y en nuestras fraternidades. Familiarizarse con las
Constituciones es muy Uutil para abordar los problemas que surgen en las fraternidades a todos los niveles. Para
obtener la traduccion completa y mas reciente del documento completo, visite: https://ciofs.info/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/ES-Constituciones-generales-OFS-s.pdf

+ ¢Qué disposiciones para la vida en fraternidad debe hacer la fraternidad? [CCGG Articulo 53]
Por favor, lea cada seccién y discuta las preguntas que siguen. Ademas, lea el articulo de la Regla mencionado.

Constituciones Articulo 53

1. Regla Articulo 24. La Fraternidad debe ofrecer a sus miembros ocasiones de encuentro y de colaboracidn a través de
reuniones, que se han de tener con la mayor frecuencia que permitan las situaciones ambientales, y con la participacién
de todos.

+ ;Con qué frecuencia se reune su fraternidad? ;Cuanto tiempo duran las reuniones? ;jLe gustaria reunirse mas o
menos? ;Por qué?

+ Cada vez que se retnen, ;cual es el patron de las reuniones? (Oracidn, anuncios, formacion permanente, etcétera.)
+ ;Qué cambiaria de la reunion? (Es posible que su grupo de discusion desee compartir esto con el consejo).

+ ;Como describiria el ambiente de las reuniones de su fraternidad? ;Qué sugerencias le haria al consejo?

2. Regla Articulos 6; 8. La Fraternidad se reuna periddicamente, como comunidad eclesial, para celebrar la Eucaristia en
un clima que consolide el vinculo fraterno y exprese la identidad de la Familia Franciscana. Donde no sea posible la
celebracién particular, participese en la de una mds amplia comunidad eclesial.

+ ¢En qué ocasiones su fraternidad asiste a misa junta?

3. Lainsercién en una Fraternidad local y la participacidn en la vida de la Fraternidad es indispensable para la
pertenencia a la OFS. Se han de adoptar las iniciativas oportunas, segun las orientaciones de los Estatutos nacionales,
para mantener la union entre la Fraternidad y los hermanos que — por motivos validos de salud, familia, trabajo o
distancia — estén impedidos para participar activamente en la vida comunitaria.

+ Su fraternidad tiene miembros que solo asisten ocasionalmente? ¢ Cdmo puede usted animarlos a participar?

+ ¢Su fraternidad tiene miembros que estan exentos de las reuniones por una buena razén? ¢ Cdmo mantiene la
fraternidad el contacto con ellos? ¢ COmo mantiene usted personalmente el contacto con uno o mas de estos miembros?

4. La Fraternidad recuerda con gratitud a los hermanos difuntos y continda la comunién con ellos en la oracién y en la
Eucaristia.

+ ¢Como recuerda su fraternidad a los que han fallecido?

+ ¢Hay algo especial que hagan como fraternidad cuando alguien fallece?

+ ¢Qué se hace por los que han muerto en los Ultimos afios como parte de la vida de fraternidad?

5. Los Estatutos nacionales pueden prever formas particulares de adhesidn a la Fraternidad para quienes, sin pertenecer
a la OFS, deseen compartir su vida y actividades.
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