Formation Friday July 26, 2024
Please share with your local fraternity (en espafol abajo)

Frequently Asked Questions answered by our Constitutions: For the next several weeks we will take a look at some
guestions given in the 2010 edition of the Handbook for Servant Leadership. The same questions often arise on our
councils and in our fraternities. Becoming familiar with the Constitutions is very helpful in addressing issues that arise in
fraternities at all levels. For the complete, latest translation of the entire document, visit:
https://ciofs.info/library/official-documents/ or https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-
the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/

+What official relationship does the OFS have within the Church? (See General Constitutions (GC) Article 1.5)

“The OFS is a public associations in the Church. It is divided into fraternities at various levels: local, regional,
national, and international. Each one has its own juridical personality within the Church.” [This is important because
it tells us that we have official standing in the Church.]

+Who may belong to the OFS? (See GC Article 2.1 and 2.2)

“The OFS is open to the faithful of every state of life. The following may belong to it:
- the laity (men and women);

- the secular clergy (deacons, priests, bishops).”

“...those who are bound by a perpetual commitment to another religious family or institute of consecrated life
cannot belong to the OFS”

+How is the OFS life different from religious life?” (See GC Articles 3.1 and 3.2)

“1. The secular state characterizes the spirituality and the apostolic life of those belonging to the OFS.

2. Their secularity, with respect to vocation and to apostolic life, expresses itself according to the respective state,
that is:

- for the laity, contributing to building up the Kingdom of God by their presence in their life-situations and in their
temporal activities;

- for the secular clergy, by offering to the People of God the service which is properly theirs, in communion with the
bishop and the clergy7.

Both are inspired by the gospel options of Saint Francis of Assisi, committing themselves to continue his mission
with the other branches of the Franciscan Family.”

+How is the OFS governed? What are its governing documents? (See GC Article 4)

“1. The OFS is governed by the universal law of the Church, and by its own: Rule, Constitutions, Ritual, and
particular Statutes.iii

2. The Rule establishes the nature, purpose, and spirit of the OFS.

3. Rule 3. The Constitutions have as their purpose:

- to apply the Rule;

- to indicate concretely the conditions for belonging to the OFS, its government, the organization of life in
fraternity, and its seats.iv

For discussion in fraternity or to comment on in your journal

e  When was the last time you read any part of our General Constitutions?

e How will the articles above help you to explain our Order to other people? (Perhaps to someone new who comes
to the fraternity.)

e Challenge: Read the articles of the Constitutions above in their full form including the footnotes and the
endnotes on our website or on the CIOFS website. Take special note of items you did not know before or had
forgotten and share them in a discussion at a fraternity gathering.


https://ciofs.info/library/official-documents/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/the-general-constitutions-of-the-secular-franciscan-order-2000/

Formacion 26 de julio, 2024 (por favor, compartir con su fraternidad local.)

Preguntas frecuentes respondidas por nuestras Constituciones generales: Durante las proximas semanas echaremos un
vistazo a algunas preguntas contenidas en la edicion 2010 del Manual para el liderazgo de servicio. Las mismas preguntas
surgen a menudo en nuestros consejos y en nuestras fraternidades. Familiarizarse con las Constituciones es de gran
ayuda para abordar cuestiones que surgen en las fraternidades en todos los niveles. Para obtener la traducciéon completa
y mas reciente de todo el documento, visite: https://ciofs.info/es/library/official-documents/

+éQué relacion oficial tiene la OFS dentro de la Iglesia? (Vea Constituciones generales (CCGG) Articulo 1.5)

La Orden Franciscana Seglar (OFS) es una asociacion publica en la Iglesia5. Se articula en fraternidades a varios niveles:
local, regional, nacional e internacional. Cada una, individualmente, tiene personalidad juridica en la Iglesia. [Esto es
importante porque nos dice que tenemos una posicién oficial en la Iglesia.]

+éQuiénes pueden pertenecer a la OFS? (Vea GGCC 2.1y 2.2)

“La OFS esta abierta a los fieles de cualquier condicién. A ella pueden pertenecer:
- los laicos (hombres y mujeres)

- los clérigos seculares (diaconos, sacerdotes, obispos).”

“...no pueden formar parte de la OFS quienes ya estan vinculados, mediante compromiso perpetuo, a otra familia
religiosa o instituto de vida consagrada.”

+¢En qué se diferencia la vida OFS de la vida religiosa?” (Ver Articulos 3.1y 3.2 de las CCGQ)

“1. La indole secular caracteriza la espiritualidad y la vida apostdlica de quienes pertenecen a la OFS.

2. Su secularidad, en la vocacién y en la vida apostélica, se expresa segun la respectiva condicidn, es decir:

- - Para los laicos, contribuyendo a la edificacién del Reino de Dios con su presencia en las realidades y en las actividades
temporales6.

--Para los clérigos seculares, prestando al pueblo de Dios el servicio que les es propio, en comunién con el Obispo y el
Presbiterio?7.

Unos y otros se inspiran en las opciones evangélicas de San Francisco de Asis, comprometiéndose a continuar su mision
con los otros componentes de la Familia Franciscana.”

+éComo se gobierna la OFS? ¢Cudles son sus documentos rectores? (Ver articulo 4 de las CCGG)

1. La OFS se rige por el derecho universal de la Iglesia y por el propio: Regla, Constituciones, Ritual y Estatutos
particulares.

2. La Regla determina la naturaleza, el fin y el espiritu de la OFS.

3. Regla 3. Las Constituciones tienen como finalidad: - aplicar la Regla; - indicar, en concreto, las condiciones de
pertenencia a la OFS, el régimen de la misma, la organizacion de la vida de la Fraternidad, la sede.

Para discusion en fraternidad o para comentar en su diario.
¢ iCudndo fue la Ultima vez que leyd alguna parte de nuestras Constituciones Generales?

e iCémo le ayudaran los articulos anteriores a explicar nuestra Orden a otras personas? (Quizas a alguien nuevo que
llega a la fraternidad).

¢ Desafio: Lea los articulos de las Constituciones anteriores en su forma completa, incluidas las notas a pie de paginay
las notas finales en el sitio web del CIOFS. Tome nota especial de los elementos que no sabia antes o que habia olvidado
y compartalos en una discusion en una reunién de fraternidad.


https://ciofs.info/es/library/official-documents/

