Formation Friday March 15, 2024 (KOREAN TRANSLATION BELOW)
Please share with your local fraternity.

The OFS-USA National Fraternity has recently published “From Gospel to Life,” the OFS Rule with Commentary. This
occasional series highlights the Prologue (See November 17™ and 24™") and the articles of the Rule, the commentary, and
questions based on this publication for fraternity discussion. You may order “Gospel to Life” at this link:
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Order-Form October 2023rev.pdf

Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order
Chapter 2 Articles 12, 13, and 14

Article 12: Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they have
embraced, they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.?

Article 13: As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters,?? so the
Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.?

A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially
with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.?*

Article 14: Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a more fraternal and evangelical
world so that the kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively. Mindful that anyone “who follows Christ, the
perfect man, becomes more of a man himself,” let them exercise their responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit
of service.”®

Commentary
Article 12: The result of simple living in gospel poverty is freedom to seek and share the great treasure of the kingdom:
loving God and neighbor (12).

Article 13: Hand in hand with simple living is coming to recognize that in Christ all are equally brothers and sisters (13).
There is no room for prejudice or exclusiveness in the Franciscan way of life. In fact, the sense of community and the will
toward community compel the Secular Franciscans to discover Christ in everyone, especially the lowly and poor and
disadvantaged.

Article 14: The natural consequence to simple living and a sense of community is selfless service (14). Secular
Franciscans expend themselves by using their special talents, competence, and responsibility. Thus, they bring to others
the experience of God and the hope for achieving their full humanity.

For discussion with a partner, in a group, or to comment on in your journal:

+Re-read article 12 and the commentary:
--What do you think “set themselves free means?”
e How do you set yourself free to love God?
e How do you set yourself free to serve others?
e How can you simplify your life so that living the gospel becomes possible?

+Re-read article 13 and the commentary

--How do you see Christ in others?
e What is challenging about accepting everyone as a “gift of the Lord and an image of Christ?”
e How do our relationships with others affect fraternity and family life?

+Re-read article 14 and the commentary

--What does carrying out our responsibilities effectively mean to you?
e How do you use your talents in service to others?
e How do you set priorities in your service to others?
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