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The Regional Council has met two times since 
the September election.  A retreat for the Council is 
scheduled in Victoria, KS at the Capuchin Spiritual Life 
in March.  We plan to spend time in prayer, have con-
ference talks on the Psalms, and make goals for the 
region.  Three focuses during this election term will be 
Scripture, The Eucharist, and  celebrating the Francis-
can Centenary from 2023 - 2026.  This is the 800 year 
anniversary of The Rule, The Christmas at Greccio 
(2023), The Stigmata (2024), The Canticle of the Crea-
tures(2025), and the Easter of St. Francis
(2026).  https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Centenario_ENG-of-the-Franciscan-
Family.pdf   

 
Preparations for the 2023 Summer Gathering 

scheduled June 9-11, 2023 at the Spiritual Life Center in 
Wichita are underway.  National made changes to the 
annual report form, so the report form for local frater-
nities has been updated and emailed out.  The form 
and fair share  are due to the REC no later than Janu-
ary 31, 2023.   

 
 Geri Rupp OFS, formation director,  has as-

sembled a formation team. There will be changes 
coming in the future as we listen to the Holy Spirit, 
discover how He wants us to proceed, and carry out 
His desires.  The regional theme chosen in September 
at chapter is Open Your Heart to Him.   It makes me 
think of Article #2 of the SFO Rule and a quote by G.K. 
Chesterton.  Article #2  reads: … the brothers and sis-
ters, led by the Spirit, strive for perfect charity in their 
own secular state.  Chesterton’s quote: St. Francis is a 
Lover.  We can strive to be a “lover” like St. Francis if 
we open our heart to Our Lord and strive for perfect 
charity.  Our regional theme pairs spectacularly with  

 
 

December 9, 2022 
 
Greetings to you, Juan de Padilla regional Francis-
can family!  I pray God’s blessings of Hope, Peace, 
Love, and Joy be upon each and every one of you 
this Advent and Christmas Season! 
 

I’d like to introduce myself as the new Re-
gional Minister of Juan de Padilla Region.  I pro-
fessed into the Order in November 2008 along with 
my now husband Troy (as of December 2021).  We 
belong to St. Joseph Fraternity, Hays, KS where I 
have served as secretary, minister, and currently 
formation director.  I served on the JDP REC as 
councilor and secretary.   I have two children, my 
son is in seminary in Denver in the Spirituality Year 
and my daughter is a sophomore biology major at 
Benedictine College.  I work as a lead teacher in a 
Head Start daycare and stay active in my parish as 
lector, book club, Scripture study, rosary leader, 
and perpetual Eucharistic adoration adorer.  I am 
very humbled to have been elected as Regional 
Minister of Juan de Padilla Region.  God willing, to 
the best of my abilities,  I will serve the region for 
the next three years.  Please pray for me and the 
whole Regional Executive Council.  Please reach out 
to any of us with any suggestions, questions, or 
concerns. 
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Michael, Troy, Brenda and Leah 

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Centenario_ENG-of-the-Franciscan-Family.pdf
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Centenario_ENG-of-the-Franciscan-Family.pdf
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the theme chosen for National at National Chapter October 11 - 15 in Detroit which is “Listen, Discern,  Go 
Forth.”  This theme comes from a video of Fr. Thomas Nairn in a Franciscan Spirituality of Discernment who para-
phrases Pope John XXIII.  The video can be found here.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QG6t90WrmIA&t=605s 

 
Other happenings at National include the decision that the next Quinquennial will be in 2026, the same 

year as the end of the Franciscan Centenary celebration.  The new database is about 70% complete and will hope-
fully be accessible in the spring.  The JPIC award was presented to Louise Sandberg OFS.  We reviewed and voted 
on the election guidelines for National.   

 
While in Detroit we were blessed to be able to visit and tour  the Blessed Solanus Casey Center, then cele-

brate Mass in the church in the center.  Fr. Solanus Casey was a porter, answered the door and prayed with whoev-
er came asking for help.  Fr. Solanus was known to say, “Thank God ahead of time.”  His tomb is in the center and 
while there I prayed for everyone in our Juan de Padilla Region and all of your needs.   

 
On October 13, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, I had the privilege of leading a rosary in the chapel at Chap-

ter that was attended by Chapter attendees.   
  
Fr. Cidouane Joseph OFM gave an excellent presentation on Franciscan Servant Leadership that can be 

found on the national website https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Franciscan-Servant-
Leader-Presentation-Oct-2022-Fr.-Cidouane-Joseph-OFM.pdf   We also had the opportunity to watch a one act play 
about Fr. Solanus Casey.  I am grateful for the opportunity to have attended Chapter to represent the Juan de Pa-
dilla Region. 

 
Christmas season is upon us.  Reflect upon the birth of the newborn King.  We and the world are in need of 

a Savior.  Let us prepare Him room! 
 

Open Your Heart to Him.  Listen, Discern, Go Forth! 
 

Brenda Haas OFS 
Regional Minister 

Juan de Padilla Region 
 

The  shrine of Blessed Solanus Casey OFM Cap., located in Detroit, MI. where the 2022 National Elective Chapter was held.  Fr. 

Casey was not known for his scholarship in the seminary and was assigned the lowly job of Porter in the friary.  He was known 

for his humility and gratitude, always praising God saying, “Deo Gratias” despite the circumstances.  News of his powerful 

prayer and wise counsel spread far and wide.  Hundreds would  line up daily seeking his advice and prayers.  He was known for 

saving souls and even a major company during the depression through enrollment in the Seraphic Mass Association.   Let us 

follow his example by daily praising God for all that he gives us each day by saying, “Deo Gratias”.  Learn more about the  Se-

raphic Mass Association go to: https://mymassrequest.org/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QG6t90WrmIA&t=605s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QG6t90WrmIA&t=605s
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Franciscan-Servant-Leader-Presentation-Oct-2022-Fr.-Cidouane-Joseph-OFM.pdf
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/Franciscan-Servant-Leader-Presentation-Oct-2022-Fr.-Cidouane-Joseph-OFM.pdf
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REGIONAL CHAPTER OF ELECTIONS 2022 

Spiritual Life Center, Wichita, KS 

Page  1 

Newly elected council with Pastoral and Fraternal Visitors.  Pictured above: Pastoral Visitator Fr. Chris Shorrock, OFM 

Conv.,  Regional Minister—Brenda Haas, Regional Vice Minister—Betty McClatchy, Regional Secretary—Rebecca 

Cheek, Regional Treasurer—Renee Schmitt, Regional Formation Director—Geri Rupp, KCMO Metro Councilor—

Cheryl O’Neil, Oklahoma Councilor—Richard Cronk, Kansas Councilor—Stanley Cordova, Fraternal Visitor –Donna 

Holis, and Regional Spiritual Assistant—Fr. Mike Scully OFM Cap.   
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New Regional Minister Represents JDP  

at National Chapter of Elections in Detroit, MI 

 Brenda Lager Haas attended 

Mass at the Shrine of Blessed So-

lanus Casey OFM Cap. 

Re-elected as National 

Treasurer, Claudia Kau-

zlarich OFS, stands in 

front of the picture of 

Blessed Solanus Casey 

OFM Cap.   

Claudia is the only 

member of the Juan de 

Padilla Region that has 

ever been elected to 

serve on the National 

Executive Council. 

Brenda leads morning prayer with her Geo Group. 

  The National Elective Chapter is generally 

held every three years, but due to Covid, 

the last Elective Chapter was held four 

years ago.  Yes, that means that the NEC 

had to serve and additional year until this 

election could be held. 

Besides the elections, much important busi-

ness for the Order takes place with all re-

gional ministers represented. 

  If you want to view photos, documents,  

presentations, videos and other materials from 

the National Chapter, go to : https://

www.secularfranciscansusa.org/2022-national-

fraternity-nafra-chapter/ 
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                   Geri Rupp OFS,  

  Regional Formation Director 
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SISTER DEATH 
 

May they rest in Peace and the Perpetual Light Shine Upon them 

DATE NAME FRATERNITY  LOCATION 

Jan. 26, 2022 Roseanne Mahieu OFS St. Maximillian Kolbe Atchison, KS 

July 12, 2022 Sandra Godfrey OFS St. Stanislaus & St. Adalbert Broken Arrow, OK 

July 26, 2022 Frances Brown OFS Mother Frances Cabrini Liberal, KS 

December 6, 2022 Alice Crews OFS St. Elizabeth Leawood, KS 

 

Many of you remember Alice Crews OFS for her service on the Regional Ex-
ecutive Council for many years.  She served two terms as the Regional Min-
ister, as the Regional Secretary and also as editor of the first regional news-
letter.  Alice was a real “go getter” and was responsible for organizing the 
region as it continued to develop in its early stages.  She always kept the 
Regional Council involved and informed as they problem solved together 
the regional issues in accordance with the OFS Constitution and Statutes.   

Alice conducted all visitations and elections at each fraternity!  Many times 
she also brought Sister Josephine along to be the pastoral visitor with her.  
Her little blue car’s odometer kept spinning as she traveled to every frater-
nity in the three state area! 

After her service at the regional level, Alice continued to be a force with her 
fraternity and the region.  She worked with her brothers and sisters in St. 
Elizabeth’s, Leawood, KS, serving the poor and marginalized with the Poor 
of Jesus Christ.  She also served as a regional fraternal visitor for fraternity 
visitations when needed.  Though a couple of fraternities emerged closer to 
her home in Independence, MO, Alice loved St. Elizabeth's so much, she 

wouldn’t change to a closer fraternity. 

St. Elizabeth’s recently put out a call for prayers for Alice when her health was serious. Then it was learned that 
she had inoperable cancerous tumor on her pancreas.  Julie Oswald, minister of St. Elizabeth’s reported that Alice 
wanted to thank everyone for all of their prayers and intentions.  When asked if she needed anything, she 
said  "LOTSA PRAYERS to continue to get her though this."   She said she knows that is what has helped her to 
date.   

Alice went into Hospice last week.  On December 6, the feast of St. Nicholas, known for his care of the poor, Alice 
Crews’ earthy Advent was over as she passed into the hands of the Lord.   May she rest in peace. 

 

Mary Mead and Alice Crews pose for a 

picture at St Anthony's in Wichita, KS 

Prayers for Alice  
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St. Anthony’s fraternity Council mem-
bers proudly display the Pontifical 
Blessing Certificate.  The Apostolic 
Blessing  was conferred on the frater-
nity as they celebrate their centennial. 

Pictured above are council members: (l-r) Chet Kirby, Christopher Riggs, 
Jacqueline Simon, IHM Sr. Mary Catherine, Larry Menestrina, Larry 
Dougherty, Regional Minister Brenda Haas, and Bryan Berkemper. The 
blessing was imparted as the result of a petition by Bishop Carl A. Kemme 
with the assistance of the Juan de Padilla region.  - Chris Riggs 

Celebrating 100 Years  

St Anthony’s Fraternity 

Wichita, Kansas 

Patricia Bird and Steve Hilger took part in a Rite of Welcom-
ing Sunday, Dec. 4, before a St. Anthony Fraternity, Wichita, 
Christmas social at the home of Jerry Cornejo, OFS.  Taking 
part in the ceremony, from left, are Larry Menestrina OFS, 
Sr. Mary Catherine IHM, Steve, Larry Dougherty OFS, Chris-
topher Riggs OFS, and Patricia Bird.  

Ten brothers and sisters of the St. Anthony Fraternity in 
Wichita gathered for a Mass at the Catholic Care Center 
and a morning Advent retreat at the Spiritual Life Center 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. The morning ended with lunch at 
the Spiritual Life Center. 
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Spiritual Assistant Fr. Michael  Scully  OFM Cap  frmikescully@yahoo.com 

Minister Brenda Lager OFS brendalager2008@gmail.com 

Vice Minister Betty McClatchey  OFS jesbet1907@gmail.com 

Secretary Rebecca Cheek OFS RebeccaCheekOFS@gmail.com 

Treasurer Renee Schmit OFS rene.5ecfran19@gmail.com 

Formation Director Geri Rupp OFS glynnrupp@gmail.com 

Councilor—Kansas Stanley Cordova OFS mothercabrini121@gmail.com 

Councilor — KC Metro Cheryl O’Neil OFS Cherreef1@gmail.com 

Councilor—  Oklahoma Richard Cronk OFS bendonker@hotmail.com 

Regional Webmaster Bart Ridge OFS bart@jdpofs.org 

Regional Database Manager Claudia Kauzlarich OFS claudiakauz.sfo@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Dona Gibbons OFS donagibbons2@gmail.com 

JPIC Animator Susan Tabor OFS souljourner@sbcglobal.net 

       Region Officers & Commissions 

On Thursday, December 8, 2022, David Ehlrich and Dan Lonnquist of Brother Jacoba Fraternity made a trip to the 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe at Eagle Butte, Sioux Dakota.  A large  truck (26 foot) delivered clothing, mattresses 

and box springs, furniture (chairs, couches, dressers etc.), baby seats for vehicles, kitchen wares, children books, 

bicycles, and more to their reservation.  The reservation has over 700 families who live in extreme poverty and 

where unemployment is high.  The return trip to Kansas was notable as the morning temperature was 4 degrees 

and some roads were covered with 3 - 4 inches of packed snow. 

Fraternity members who were able to help load the truck in Lawrence included Monica Olivera, Scott & Janet An-

derson, Ruth Entwistle, with Bob Brill providing oversight, supervision, and needed encouragement.  Ray Finch, 

husband of Jean Finch (fraternity member), along with several additional community members were also recruit-

ed to help load the truck. 

A plan to deliver winter coats, toys, and additional items to the Northern Cheyenne reservation in southeast Mon-

tana before the end of the year is in the works. 

  

      Submitted by Dan Lonnquist OFS 

                Brother Jacoba Fraternity, Lawrence, KS 

              OUTREACH TO FIRST NATION PEOPLE 
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Starting in January 2023, renown biblical scholar, 
Frances Hogan, will guide viewers through the Book 
named the Apocalypse or Book of Revelation through a 
series of video presented via Zoom.   

Zoom host, Claudia Kauzlarich, of Holy Eucharist Frater-
nity, previews each video and  transcribes each episode.  
She sends these transcripts to all who sign up  to partici-
pate in the weekly Zoom meetings a week or so before-
hand to preview. The group meets evey Thursday at 10 
AM via Zoom.  Yes, it is free to you!   

This popular apostolate was started by Holy Eucharist 
members, Stan and Carol Sikorski.  When COVID 
stopped gathering in person, they began using ZOOM 
so their discussions could continue.  They decided to 
invite other fraternities to join in as they followed 
Frances Hogan through the Bible.   So far, members of 
Holy Eucharist and Queen of the Angels Fraternity are 
weekly regulars. But all are welcome.  

If you are interested in joining or have questions,  
please send an email to Claudia at:                     

claudiakauz.sfo@gmail.com. 

Why did St John the Apostle write the Book of Revelation?  

Why is it important? What does the future behold? 

 
        THE POWER OF PRAYER 

In need of prayer for yourself or a family member?  There are many dedicated members of 

your brothers and sister who are ready to pray for your intentions.  Just send an email to:  

           prayer@sfojuandepadilla.org 

mailto:claudiakauz.sfo@gmail.com
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Oklahoma fraternities of Little 

Portion (Tahlequah), St. Francis 

of Assisi (Oklahoma City), and St 

Stanislaus & St Adalbert (Broken 

Arrow)  joined together in an 

apostolate. Each of the fraterni-

ties provided socks, gloves and 

toothcare items to Tahlequah Day 

Center for the poor and home-

less.  The smaller sized socks and 

gloves were given to a school for 

the children's’ backpacks.  Every-

one was so grateful for the help.  

Submitted by Janice Keeley  OFS 
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Janice Keeley OFS gives donated socks 
and gloves 

On a Sunday in September, just before Mass was to 

begin at St. Eugene’s Catholic Church in OKC, Bill Full 

casually mentioned to Fr. Jim Goins that if every family 

would bring a pair of socks for the homeless, it would 

really help the Franciscan Fraternity’s Homeless Minis-

try. And Fr. Jim did ask that every family bring a pair of 

socks to Mass the next week. However, the parishion-

ers did not bring only one pair, they brought packages 

and packages of socks. There were three exceptionally 

large garbage bags filled with socks. We decided to 

bundle the socks two pair to a bundle, to hand out to 

the homeless. One of these bags had 340 pairs of 

men’s and 180 pair of women’s socks. It took our 

Homeless Ministry volunteers two months to hand out 

those socks. 

 

 

 

 

Still two bags to go. At the Fall Regional Gathering in 

Wichita, the Oklahoma Fraternities wanted to get to-

gether for a Mass and to get to know each other bet-

ter. (In 2021 we gathered together for the Transitus and 

card games.) We decided to meet again at the Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church in Sapulpa, attend Mass, share a 

meal, bundle the rest of the socks, and share items the 

other fraternities had gathered. At the end of a gor-

geous fall day under the open-air pavilion, each fraterni-

ty left with bags full of socks, gloves, toothbrushes, 

tooth paste and other personal hygiene items for their 

local distribution. And a closer relationship with mem-

bers of other fraternities here in Oklahoma.    —

Submitted by Richard Cronk, OK Councilor 

Front: Ginger Thummel, Randal Burris, 
Terry Alderman; Back Table: Janice 
Keeley; Mark Keeley; Judith Cronk 

Randal Burris and 
Ginger Thummel 

Terry Alderman; Mark Kee-
ley, Judith and Richard 
Cronk, Randal Burris; Gin-
ger Thummel 
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Members pose at the Regional 
Summer Gathering in Wichita, 
KS. (l-r) - Emilie Fisher, Delilah 
Henderson, Stanley Cordova 
OFS-Minister; Deacon Hector 
OFS (recently moved to Wichi-
ta); Frances Brown (recently 
passed away); Mary Amerin 
OFS -Treasurer; front: Silvia 
Rojas OFS - Secretary; Matilda 
Scheurer OFS (recently moved 
to New Mexico) 

Shared pictures of the Summer Gathering and the Transitus Ceremony 

with a real-life reenactment.  Minister, Stanley Cordova played St. Francis.   

 St. Frances Cabrini Fraternity,  

         Liberal, Kansas 

(l-r) Matilda Scheurer, 
Frances Brown, Mary Amerin, 
Silvia Rojas, Fran Hudson 
(minister of Sacred Heart in 
Emporia, KS), Stanley Cordo-
va, and Deacon Hector. 

The St. Joseph Fraternity in Hays, Ks. joined the St. Joseph Parish Thanksgiving Bazaar as an op-
portunity for evangelization, fund raising and "Getting to know Francis". The fraternity shared 
information on Francis creating the first Nativity, the miracles as a result of the living Nativity and 
a raffle for two Nativity sets. Along with that, there were sweet breads for sale and a raffle for 
two Last Supper pictures. The opportunity to share with others about our Franciscan history and 
community was beautiful. We are truly Thankful for all God's blessings.   St. Francis pray for us. 

—Submitted by Geri Rupp  

St. Joseph Fraternity 

Hays, KS 
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The Poor of Jesus Christ (of Kansas City Kansas, Sr. Maria Dolores, PJC) 
reached out to St. Elizabeth of Hungary Fraternity to help with a Thanks-
giving/Christmas project for the homeless they serve in Kansas City.  
 
Julie Oswald (Minister of St. Elizabeth's) reached out to the other KC 
Metro fraternities for assistance. The Queen of Angels Fraternity 
(Buckner, MO) responded,  donating one hundred winter hats to 
fill  backpacks that would include other winter necessities such as socks, 
gloves, scarves, and bottled water. On November 13th, Bart Ridge, of Queen of Angels coordinated 
the drop- off of hats and attended Mass together with St. Elizabeth's fraternity.  

 
  

Submitted by  Sylvia Ridge OFS 
 Queen of Angels Fraternity Buckner, MO 

   Finding Jesus on the Streets of Kansas City 

Queen of the Angels Holds Elections  

and Admits  New Candidate 

 

Ceremony of Admission—(l-r)  Janice 

Cox, minister, Lisa Humphries, new can-

didate, and Cheryl O’Neil, formation 

director. 

Newly elected council of the Queen of the Angels Fraternity in 

Blue Springs/ Buckner, MO recited the Creed under the direc-

tion of Fraternal Visitor, Brenda Haas.  Pictured above (l-r) 

Janice Cox, Minister; Sylvia Ridge, Vice Minister; Kathy John-

son, Secretary; Carol Allman, Treasurer; Cheryl O’Neil, For-

mation Director; Jean Kleibert, Councilor and Cathy Herndon, 

Councilor.  Brenda is in front of the group. 
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Our Lady of Sorrows fraternity made gift bags for new mothers that were 

given to  Project Gabriel KC. The bags included personal care items, and 

cards with encouraging messages for the new mothers.  At left, Megan 

Ratzlaff and Rebecca Cheek delivered the gift bags.  

Bottom left, Genna Ferrell, Norma Crevoiserat, Mike Pottorff and Rebecca 

Cheek writing notes for the bags.  Center, Rebecca Cheek and Sr. Doris Enge-

man at Project Gabriel. Bottom right, the chapel at Project Gabriel KC. 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

Our  Lady of Sorrows fraternity 

assembled Easter baskets that were 

distributed to  people in nursing 

homes. Left to Right: Norma 

Crevoiserat , Beth Antonacci, Renee 

Schmit, Rebecca Cheek, Mike Pottorff, 

and Charles Gurera. 
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Our Lady of Sorrows hosted 

the blessing of the Animals 

at Prince of Peace in Olathe, 

KS. Fr. Andrew Gaffney 

blessed the animals, and 

OLS fraternity passed out 

dog treats and key chains.  

Left to right: Beth Antonacci, Genna Ferrell, Charles Gurera, Fr. Andrew Gaffney, 

Rebecca Cheek, Renee Schmit, and Mike Pottorff. 
Saint Francis of Assisi, for our  

Animal Friends 

Heavenly Father, our human ties with our 

friends of other species is wonderful and 

special gift from You. We now ask You to 

grant our special animal companions your 

Fatherly care and healing power to take 

away any suffering they have.  

The bottom two pictures are Fr. Travis Mecum 

blessing the animals at Holy Trinity in Lenexa, KS.  



 15 

Juan de Padilla members who attended the “Q” (L-R) : Richard 

Cronk, Ron Shough, Alex Kiczek, Carol Kiczek (sitting) Carolyn 

Dennis, Deacon Mark and Janice Keeley, Rebecca Cheek, Lynda 

Mayer, Judith Cronk, Sr. Doris Engeman, and Julie Oswald stand 

before the “Q” logo quilt that was later raffled off.  Not Pictured: 

Ellen Roberts, Susan Tabor, and Claudia Kauzlarich.   

More than 600 Secular Franciscans gath-
ered in Phoenix for the 20th OFS-USA Quin-
quennial Congress.  

Fr. David Couturier, OFM Cap., opened the 
Quinquennial keynote series with “Called to 
Build a More Fraternal and Evangelical 
World:  Secular Franciscans as a Community 
of Care and Moral Transformation.  

Fr. Couturier had just released a handbook 
with 24 videos that is available to all Secular 
Franciscans through St. Bonaventure Uni-
versity.   

Go to https://www.sbu.edu/academics/
academic-resources/franciscan-institute/
gospel-life-of-st.-francis-handbook to down-
load.  The book is called The Gospel Life of 
St. Francis:  An Introduction to His Writings 
Through the Earlier Rule.  You must com-
plete a one-minute survey before accessing 
the materials.  

Jubilee!  The Quinquennial Congress              

Gathers in Phoenix, Arizona 

If you were unable to attend the “Q”, you can view all presen-

tation videos, power points and downloads at  https://

www.secularfranciscansusa.org/updates-from-the-q-august-

3rd-through-7th-2022/ 

Each region received a copy of their regional banner to take 

back to their region.  The Juan de Padilla Banner was on display 

at the Chapter of Elections the following  month in Wichita, KS. 

https://www.sbu.edu/academics/academic-resources/franciscan-institute/gospel-life-of-st.-francis-handbook
https://www.sbu.edu/academics/academic-resources/franciscan-institute/gospel-life-of-st.-francis-handbook
https://www.sbu.edu/academics/academic-resources/franciscan-institute/gospel-life-of-st.-francis-handbook


 16 

  

 May our Lord give you joy and peace, my dear brothers and sisters!  I have been reflecting lately about the 

joy I receive while doing the work of justice and peace.  I was sharing this with a friend lately who asked:  “How can 

you receive joy when you encounter so much misery and suffering?”   

 A legitimate question, right? I said to my friend:  “Yes, the work is hard, and I do encounter misery and 

suffering, and that does sadden me.  But I choose to transcend that sadness with the joy and peace of Christ.  And I 

try my best to do that by being the best presence of Christ that I can be when doing the work.  I want to bring 

God’s Presence through Jesus and the Holy Spirit to that person, in that situation.” 

 And for someone like me who likes to interact with people, this can be tough.  But I’m learning that who I 

am in that moment, not what I do, is a powerful vehicle for love in that situation.  I learned a very important lesson 

about this when I was on pilgrimage on the southern border the end of October of this year. 

 We were in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico and were in a camp of about 200 Venezuelan refugees and immigrants.  

We pilgrims knew very little Spanish, and our new Venezuelan friends knew very little English. 

 But the power of some of the communication that took place during the hour or so that we were with 

them is something I will never forget.  They were eager to try to communicate with us.  They smiled and gestured 

and gathered around us, drawing ever closer to us.  A young woman standing in front of me said to me quietly:   

“Mi niña es muy Mal.”  “My little girl is very sick.”  I was caught off guard.  What could I do? What could I say? So I 

stood in front of her with my head bowed, praying that God would communicate my care and concern for her situa-

tion through my presence and prayer, and that God would bring people to her aid.  Nothing else was said.  I do be-

lieve that my prayer was heard and was answered. 

 And as we left, one of our pilgrims asked in Spanish:  “what can we do to help you?”  A bit chorus of “Tell 

our stories!) in Spanish and English rose up from the group.  “And we will pray,” we said. 

Question for Reflection and Journaling 

  When you are in ministry situations in which you are serving others, what do you find most challenging per-

sonally? (This can be behavior exhibited by you or by others, or it can be managing a thought or feeling you 

have.”  How might you be able to bring joy and peace into the situation, thereby allowing God’s love to 

shine forth through your presence? 

  What does being present mean to you? In what ways can you communicate that presence to another? 

    Here is an announcement: 

• There will be an OFS JPIC (justice, Peace and integrity of creation) gathering from June 4-7 at the Mercy Center 

in St. Louis, Missouri.  I plan to attend, and if you have questions or would like more information, please let me 

know.    

In the meantime, I pray for all of you a blessed remainder of Advent, a joyful and Merry Christmas and a very 

Blessed New Year!    

Susan Tabor, Juan de Padilla Regional JPIC Animator, Co-Chair, OFS-USA Accessibility Committee 

PEACE,  JUSTICE & THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

~ By Susan Tabor, Regional JPIC Animator 


