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 If there is one major breakthrough in my 
spiritual life that I struggled with  over the last 18 
months it’s patience.  And let me be perfectly honest, 
patience has never been my best virtue.  As a matter 
of fact, when I mentioned to my dear husband that I 
was considering writing on patience, he seriously 
questioned if that was a good idea. Yes, for me 
patience has not been my best friend, but God knew 
that I desperately needed to work on this very critical 
virtue.  

 The best (or is it worst) example of this is 
when Richard and I are driving cross country.  With 
one son living in California and one son in North 
Carolina and the greater part of the rest of our 
families in Michigan with a few in Indiana, New York 
and Florida, you can understand how we spend a lot 
of time on the road.  But, if we hit a serious traffic jam, 
like a two-hour bumper to bumper snail crawl through 
Atlanta, let’s just say, I am. or hopefully was, not at my 
best.  

 But just as patience is a learned virtue, 
impatience is a learned vice. My entire professional 
career as a costume designer was based on hard, 
concrete deadlines.  Once the designs for a production 
were approved and the show was cast, opening night 
loomed heavily over our daily progress in the costume 
shop.  Every minute was accounted for and delays of 
any kind were not looked on as a friendly part of the 
process.  Ergo you can see that even in my non-
professional life, like on the road toward a destination, 
delays aka traffic jams, were not easily tolerated.  

 So, for many people like me, the virtue of 
patience took some “unlearning” and “relearning.”  
Not an easy process and not quickly learned, but 
desperately needed in life. St. Paul lists patience 
among the very first of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.  

Editor’s Note: In the summer issue, the wrong 
document was inadvertently sent and printed. 
With many apologies, I’m including the correct 
version of Judith’s lovely article in this issue. 

Patience 

 Before I move on to my thoughts for this 
newsletter, I want to invite all of you to consider 
attending the Regional Summer Gathering in 
Wichita the weekend of August 6-8.  After 
cancelling our Gathering for last Summer, we are so 
excited to be able to host this wonderful event this 
year so we can once again fulfill our promise of 
fraternity and share our love and faith with our 
Franciscan brothers and sister in our Region.  

 Our presenter for this event is Michael 
Podrebarac, the Director of the Office for Liturgy 
and Sacramental Life for the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City, Kansas.  Michael comes to us with great 
credentials and recommendations. I think we will all 
enjoy his presentations and will deeply benefit from 
them.   

 And our Gathering as well as our Chapter 
this year will be special ones, as we are gearing up 
to begin our year long celebration of our 25th 
Anniversary of the Juan de Padilla Region on Oct 12, 
the actual kickoff of this year long event.  This year 
also marks the 800th Anniversary of our Order.  We 
have so much to be grateful for.  So, get your 
reservations in and come and help us plan and 
commemorate these two wonderful events.  

 Not being able to be with our Franciscan 
brothers and sisters has been a challenge for all of 
us, I am sure.  I know it has been for me. But this 
pandemic pause in our lives has been invaluable in 
teaching me many lessons. 
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And we all know the importance of possessing these 
gifts in order to live holy and saintly lives.  And it is not 
only essential for a fraternal life of peace, it is even more 
important for our deep relationship with God. 

 Fr. Mark Brummel, CMF. Director of the St. Jude 
League says, “In every life of faith, there are times when 
we are asked to wait on God.  We wait for needs to be 
met…for desires to be satisfied…for comfort in trying 
times.  A key aspect of the spiritual journey is the 
ongoing work we do to accept that we are not in control 
of many facets of life’s timetable.  If we or our loved 
ones are experiencing difficulties, we naturally long to 
have it over quickly.” 

 But there is this time between when we pray to 
God asking for something we need or something we 
want for someone else, and the manifestation of that 
prayer.  This is called liminal space, the crucial in-
between time.  “Limen” is the Latin word for threshold.  
So, we can look at this as the time between when an 
action is put into motion and its completion where we 
stand at the threshold of a new life.  

 For instance, we put a cake into the oven, and 
then we wait during the “baking time” for the cake.  Or 
we plant a seed in the ground, and we wait through the 
“gestation time” until the fruit is fully mature and ready 
to eat.   

 We saw this in the life of Christ as well.  On Good 
Friday, Jesus died on the cross and was placed in the 
tomb.  From then through Holy Saturday the world 
waited in this liminal time, sitting on the threshold of a 
new world, until Easter Sunday, when Jesus burst forth 
from the tomb in a new and glorified body.   

 During that time change takes time, and liminal 
time is all about change. A sticky batter is changed into a 
light, tasty cake.  A tiny seed is transformed into a 
beautiful plant bursting with fruit.  A body, beaten and 
dead, comes back to life transformed into a new and 
glorious body. 

 We all live in “liminal time” as we await our own 
daily transformations, our daily conversions.  And 
waiting in patient anticipation is what we are asked to 
do.  God has a plan that maybe looks more like a puzzle 

in which each piece is one person’s daily task. As each 
piece of the puzzle is “completed” and set in place, the 
next piece can go in, but not before.  And so, we wait, 
praying that each person before us embraces his or her 
mission that day and carries it out with strength and 
courage.  That is how our prayers are answered.  In a 
carefully planned process of love and surrender. Our 
turn will come, but not without patient faith that we are 
unconditionally loved by an All-Powerful God. 

 Fr. Brummel continues, “Patience calls into play 
the self-control, humility, and generosity that Jesus 
modeled for us. Our active awareness of the impatience 
we feel will work to enhance the gift of listening well to 
others, dealing with difficult people, and preventing us, 
for example, from making rash decisions.”  

 Thus, patience with our fellow travelers, with our 
unexpected situations, with our Loving God is what our 
material and prayer life is all about.  Getting the virtue of 
patience humbly but securely embedded into our lives 
can only assist us in finding peace, love, and a big dose of 
our Franciscan perfect joy.  

 So even though I can’t say that I am a model of 
humble and holy patience, I can say that I have 
embraced the challenge to see each roadblock or traffic 
jam as part of my journey.  I really believe that those 
pesty delays in my hectic schedule are there to make me 
stop and reflect on not only my goal but on my process 
and journey.  For instance, now Richard and I, instead of 
seeing our vacation begin when we arrive at our 
destination, joyfully sigh knowing the vacation begins as 
we back our of our driveway.  The journey is part of the 
vacation. 

  And traffic jams? – nailed it.  Myself, along with a 
couple of other Franciscan sisters from my husband’s 
fraternity, make scarves and hats for the homeless.  So, 
when a delay appears, I grab my knitting and turn those 
stalled moments into productive, meditative, holy 
moments of waiting on the next piece of God’s beautiful 
puzzle to be put in place. 

Peace and All Good, 

Judith 

Minister’s Message on Patience  - continued 



Summer Gathering 2021 
Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 

Presenter Michael Podrebarac 
Director of the Office of Liturgy and Sacramental Life 

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas 



“ N E V E R  S T O P P E D  R E F O R M I N G ”  

 F r .  M i k e  S c u l l y  

F r o m  t h e  R e g i o n a l  S p i r i t u a l  A s s i s t a n t  

REFERENCES: 
      Capuchin Spirit and Life, John Baptiste of Meerle, OFM Cap. 
 To rediscover our seraphic roots as Capuchins, we must start at the beginning where we began 
with our Seraphic Father.  The Franciscan Order was an Order, it can be said in truth, which never stopped 
reforming itself.  Such reforms led to the establishment of two separate Orders of Franciscans—the Con-
ventuals and the Observants.  Then came from the Observants a further reform, recognized by the 
Church authority in 1625 as a third branch or Order in the Franciscan family—the Capuchin Order. 
 

Brother John, a short story by August Turak 
 Uncertainty as to life’s purpose is much in vogue today.  So too are the relativistic notions that 
would consign life’s purpose to a matter of taste.  The agony of life is uncertainty and the rationalization 
is that uncertainty is certain.  However, the plain truth is that for all our anguish we treasure uncertainty.  
Doubt forestalls action.  The problem with life’s purpose is that we know well what it is but we are unwill-
ing to face the changes in our lives that a commitment to self-transcendence, to being the best human 
being we could possibly be, would entail.  It wearies us just thinking about it.  So we rationalize that it’s all 
“relative,” or that we’re already doing enough and don’t have time.  Worst of all we rationalize that those 
who do accept the challenges inherent in self-transcendence are uniquely gifted and specially graced. 
 

Native American wisdom 
 Inside of me, there are two dogs.  One of the dogs is mean and evil.  The other dog is good.  The 
mean dog fights the good dog all the time.  When asked which dog wins, the Native American shaman 
reflected for a moment, and replied, “The one I feed the most.” 
 

When the Children Cry, rock group White Lion  
 Little child, dry your crying eyes.  How can I explain the fear you feel inside ‘cause you were born 
into this evil world where men are killing men and no one knows just why.  What have we become, just 
look what we have done--all that we destroyed, you must build again.  When the children cry, let them 
know we tried ‘cause when the children sing, then the new world begins.  When the children pray, let 
them know the way, ‘cause when the children sing, then the new world begins. 
 

Mark 1:15 
 This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel. 



 Spiritual writers speak often of “moments of reform,” that is, moments when people should 
be moved to “change their lives around” or “do something different.”  Jesus urged his early listeners 
to do just that when he proclaimed that the moment of reform was “at hand.”  The consequence in 
his mind was that people should repent. 

 Transcending the embarrassing failings of the Franciscan initial founders, the idea of a 
“moment of reform” must have been uppermost in the minds of the early Capuchins.  The Capuchin 
reform was a statement that Franciscans should be continually re-forming their thoughts and actions 
to become closer to what Francis of Assisi wanted. 

 That thought from the Franciscan heritage that I come from—that of the Capuchin 
Franciscans—is a thought that spreads itself to every Franciscan, from friar to religious congregations 
to Third Order, therefore Secular Franciscans. 

 Our history should be a response to a call to reform.  It should be our “call to arms.”  And 
perhaps such a call to arms is what we need on this planet right now.  It seems that even secular 
music shouts it to us.  Such a call is both personal and general.  Generally, it is obvious when we study 
the actions of a world wounded by sin.  But our concentration should probably be more on the 
personal, not only because a general reform would come about if more people would reform 
personally, but also because reform is a means to holiness that we should all desire. 

 The problem here, as August Tusak points out, is that we are unwilling to face the changes that 
a commitment to being better than we are, would entail.  We have all the literature that we possibly 
need whether it be theological, spiritual, philosophical, or psychological.  Knowing about a problem is 
only half the battle.  The real problem is which “dog” we are feeding.  The holy Secular Franciscans 
who are reforming their lives right now are not “uniquely gifted or specially graced”; they are 
Franciscans like you and me, people who have said that “re-formation” is the very grounds for our 
beginning. 

 Perhaps our “moment of reform” is right now.  Maybe there are some areas of our spiritual 
lives that have slipped by the wayside.  Maybe we have a “redemption story to tell.” 

 

“ N E V E R  S T O P P E D  R E F O R M I N G ”  

Some questions for personal meditation (or discussion): 

1. Do you think that there is a “real difference” between the different 
 Orders of the Church?  Should there be?  If “yes,” what is the 
 Franciscan charism? 

2. Is the quote from August Turak above “too strong” when he speaks o
 f human behavior?  Why or why not? 

3. What does the concept of “repent” mean for a Secular Franciscan? 

4. In your opinion, what are the principal elements of the idea of 
 “reform”? 

5. Studying the life of Francis of Assisi, what were the areas that were 
 “closest to his heart”? 

6. What can we (I) do right now that would make us (me) better 
 Franciscan(s)? 

Genna Ferrell 



The Gospel to Life , and Life to the Gospel 

Enter into the Story 

The next time that you are reading the 

gospel, try something new. Enter into the 

scene, and imagine that you are there 

witnessing the events. What do you see 

and hear? Where are you in the scene? 

Are you an observer or a participant? 

When Jesus speaks, is he talking to you? 

What is his expression and tone of voice? 

How do you react? When you pray the 

scriptures in this way, you will find that 

the Holy Spirit meets you there. The Spirit 

will breathe life into the words, and will 

communicate in unfathomable ways. 



Blessings to all! 

I thought I would take a minute to give you an overview of what took place at our Regional Chapter on Sept 

25, 2021, via Zoom. As you know Chapter is the name given to the annual Gathering of any larger fraternity 

in the Franciscan family. So regional, national and international fraternities have these required get-

togethers to talk about what happened over the year, to look at ways to solve problems so to make things 

go smoother in the future and to share a vision of what they want the fraternity to become. This is our 

second year to have Chapter online. Though not the preferred gathering method according to our General 

Constitutions and National Statutes, nor my favorite way to meet with my brothers and sisters, Zoom gets 

the business part of what we need to do handled fairly well.  And there was plenty of business at this 

Chapter.  

If you have not heard already, the Regional Fraternity Council voted to raise the Fair Share. The 

presentation of our financial treasury report by newly appointed Regional Treasurer Greg King, and our 

proposed budget pointed to the fact that if we did not make some changes or increase our income, within a 

very short period of time it was estimated that we would be in the red approximately $35,000. “How did 

this happen?” you ask. There are two major reasons.  

For the past 10 years or so, we have been over-budget 2 out of every 3 years. That is because we must host 

either our Regional Visitation or Regional Elections on those years. For those events we are required to 

have a weekend event where the Region must pay for travel, housing, meals and stipends for the two 

National Visitors and housing and meals for all the members of the Regional Fraternity Council which 

includes all members of the REC, all ministers or delegates from our local fraternities, all Spiritual Assistants 

who wish to attend and regionally appointed chairs of Regional Committees.  That is a lot of people for a 3-

day event and a lot of money.  

Up to last year we have been able to manage by “dipping into” our savings. Well, as we all know, eventually 

the savings will run out. We are there.  

Next, the costs to host these events have gradually increased. Just in the past 3 years this event has 

increased almost 40%. Also, the Regional Council voted two years ago that all regional events should take 

place in Wichita, as it is the most central city in the region where we have an SFO fraternity. The choices 

there have been dwindling. We will he putting together a task force to investigate venues and ways to cut 

our costs. But until we find another way, we must find ways to increase our income.  

Next, National highly suggests that every 5 years or so, Regions should take a hard look at their regional 

guidelines and make sure that the way we are conducting business is clearly and accurately defined in the 

guidelines. Our last guidelines revision took place at the 2016 Elective Chapter, so we needed to take 

another look. There were two major items that needed to be redefined and added.  

First was concerning our Councilors and their job descriptions. We now define them as Area Councilors who 

are from specific areas in our Region (Western Kansas, Metro Kansas City, and Oklahoma), and they are 

liaisons with the local fraternities in those areas. This is now clearly spelled out in the revised guidelines.  

Regional Chapter Overview 



Also, the only Regional Committee that was defined in our guidelines was the Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 

Creation (JPIC). National is encouraging us to organize several additional committees including YouFra, 

Ecumenical and Interfaith and Multi-Cultural. Those were also added to the guidelines. 

Any other revisions had to do with reorganizing some of the articles so that like items were together as well 

as some minor rewording. Our revised Regional Guidelines have been sent to National for approval and will 

be available as soon as we hear word from our National Area Councilor, Donna Hollis.  

Finally, over the past three years there have been several our lapsed and temporarily withdrawn members 

wishing to return to their fraternities or requesting transfers to new fraternities. This brought about several 

questions, so I again contacted Donna Hollis to help me clearly define the process that must take place so 

that our long-absent brothers and sisters could return. These general guidelines will also be available on our 

website.  

Peace and All Good, 

Judith.  

Leave a Franciscan Footprint 

A blessed and joyful 25th Anniversary to the Juan de Padilla Region!  25 years ago today our 

establishment papers were signed and approved.   Say a prayer of thanks to all those who 

worked so hard to establish our region and for all the people who have worked to maintain it. 

At our Regional Chapter on September 25, the Regional Fraternity Council voted to embrace 

the theme for this anniversary year.  “Leave a Franciscan Footprint!” 

So, go forth in your profession, proclaiming the Word of God, following our Lord Jesus Christ 

by walking in the footsteps of our father, St. Francis and leaving your own Franciscan footprint 

wherever you go! 



Mark 9: 33-37 

They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began 
to ask them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But 
they remained silent. They had been discussing among 
themselves on the way who was the greatest. 

Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If 
anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the 
servant of all.”  

Taking a child, he placed it in their midst and putting his arms 
around it he said to them, “Whoever receives one child such as 
this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but the One who sent me.”  

 People desire to have recognition, and to be someone important. The world offers many 

enticements to encourage people to seek wealth, status, power, and fame. Therefore, people 

compete to be the first or the best. In the process, they may lie, steal, harm or trample upon anyone 

or anything that interferes with their efforts. This competition begins early in life. Siblings fight to be 

the favorite. Students compete for honors or trophies. Workers strive for opportunities, money, or 

promotions. Some people seek fame, and to be remembered in history books. Others want power 

to dominate and control their environment. With all these external and internal pressures, how can 

anyone make a different choice? The world tells us that there are winners and losers. No one wants 

to be a loser. 

 Jesus, however, teaches a different standard. “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the 

last of all and the servant to all.” This is completely contrary to the ideals of the world and human 

nature. No one wants to be last. History books are written by winners not losers. There is no medal 

for last please. Why would Jesus say that? 

 The spiritual journey has two important milestones. One is giving up the world. The other is 

giving up the self. Jesus showed us examples of both in his own life. In the desert, Jesus gave up 

power, fame, and wealth. He chose a path of obedience and humility. One the cross, he gave up his 

entire being to do the will of the Father for the salvation of souls. In this worldly game of 

competition, the best way to win is to not play. This imparts a freedom unknown to the world and 

brings a peace beyond understanding. Do not underestimate the power that a humble, simple soul 

has to open doors, open hearts, and to change the world. There is a beauty within them, that the 

world will never understand. 

Genna Ferrell, OFS 

Minister, Our Lady of Sorrows Fraternity 

The Little Ones 

Jesus with the Children, stained glass, artist unknown 



Greetings, dear Franciscan family! 

I pray you feel God’s peace and presence embracing you each and every day! 

I reported a little over a year ago that some focus groups were formed nationally to work on specified JPIC concerns:  the spirituality of JPIC, immigration, integrity 

of Creation and mindful dialogue. 

In late summer, the immigration focus group released a toolkit for fraternities and regions to use in helping to clarify issues concerning immigration and how to see 
immigration through the lens of Catholic social teaching.  If you would like to use this toolkit as part of your formation, your minister should have an electronic 
copy.  If not, please contact me at souljourner@sbcglobal.net and I’ll be happy to send you a copy.  All fraternity JPIC animators for whom I have contact 
information have also received an electronic copy.  There will be periodic updates issued for this toolkit as needed and I’ll be sure to get those to fraternity JPIC 
animators and to the region as they become available.   
 
This toolkit is multi-media; a lot of work went into its development.  And soon, the integrity of Creation plans to release materials for fraternities and regions to use 

in formation. 

When this newsletter reaches you, we will be far into autumn and winter will be here before we know it.  And we’re moving into a very busy time of the year with 

Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas approaching 

In November Pope Francis’ seven-year Laudato Si action plan is scheduled to commence.  Here is some basic information for you to be thinking about so that 

fraternities and parishes can be ready to be involved in caring for our sister Mother Earth, whom we have so often taken for granted: 

 

Laudato Si Action Platform Identifies Seven Sectors and Seven Goals: 
 
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform identifies Seven Sectors within the global Catholic Church.  You can participate in the LSAP in one (or a couple) of 
sectors: 
 
 

                          
 
 
• Family (or individual)             
• Parish and diocese                                   
• Educational Institutions     
• Healthcare Institutions 
• Organizations and groups 
• Economic Entities 
• Religious Orders 
 
 
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform identifies Seven Goals 
The LSAP includes seven goals, each with possible actions you can take to achieve each goal. Look at the following chart of the LSAP 7 goals and 
possible actions (these actions are examples and not the only ones you can undertake!) The LSAP (after it is fully launched on November 14th, 2021) 
will have a longer list of actions and accompanying resources for your use. 
 
1) Response to the Cry of the Earth 

• greater use of clean renewable energy and reducing fossil fuels in order to achieve carbon neutrality 
• promoting carbon footprint reduction efforts 
• encouraging efforts to protect and promote biodiversity 
• guaranteeing access to clean water/air for all 
• reflecting with the Ecological Examen or another spiritual guide 

 

2) Response to the Cry of the Poor 
• defending human life from conception to death and all forms of life on Earth, with special attention to vulnerable groups such as people of color, 
communities living in poverty, indigenous communities, immigrant communities, or children at risk through slavery 
 

 
3) Ecological Economics 

• promoting ethical investments, sustainable production, fair trade, and ethical consumption 
• divesting from fossil fuels and any economic activity harmful to the planet and the people 
• reinvesting in renewable energy 

JPIC NEWS AND REFLECTIONS 

By Susan Tabor, JPIC Animator, Juan De Padilla Region 
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Our Lady of Sorrows  Fraternity 

Profession August  28, 2021 

Mike Pottorff; Charles Gurera , Vice Minister Mike Pottorff; Fr. Barnabas Eichor Mike Pottorff; Fr. Barnabas Eichor, 

Genna Ferrell, Minister 

Left to right:   Beth  Antonacci, candidate; Rebecca Cheek;  Genna Ferrell, Minister; Charles Gurera, Vice 

Minister; Fr. Barnabas Eichor; Mike Pottorff, newly professed; Norma Crevoiserat, Formation Director; Mike 

Crevoiserat, Councilor; and Renee Schmit, Treasurer 



Three candidates professed as 
Secular Franciscans Saturday 
morning, Oct. 23, during a Mass at 
St. Joseph Church in Wichita. The 
three, in the center from left, who 
made permanent professions, are 
Jayme and William Dorr and 
Jacqueline Simon. Flanking them are 
Christopher Riggs, left, a councilor 
with the St. Anthony Fraternity, and 
Larry Menestrina, its minister.  

Members of the St. Anthony Fraternity in Wichita stand before a statue 
of St. Joseph during the Year of St. Joseph, flanked by the co-patrons 
of the Secular Franciscan Order, St. Louis of France and St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary. The statues are located above a side altar in St. Anthony 
Church. The fraternity meets in the basement of the church and uses 
the church for prayer. 

St. Anthony Fraternity in Wichita 



“Seeing with the 

eyes of Christ, I 

can give to other 

much more than 

their outward 

necessities; I 

can give them 

the look of love 

which they 

crave.” 
Pope Benedict XVI 

God is Love: Deus 

Caritas Est 

Photo by Renee Schmit 

 

Photographer’s Gallery 
We have been blessed by many wonderful 

photographers. This page is dedicated to 

them. Thankyou for sharing your work 

throughout the newsletter. 

Special Thanks to: 

Renee Schmit 

Julie Oswald 

Genna Ferrell 

Dona Gibbons 

 

Thanks to all of 

our other 

wonderful 

photographers 

who did not 

specifically identify 

their photos. 

 

Renee Schmit 
Julie Oswald 

Julie Oswald 

Julie Oswald 



Front row seated left to right: Mary Mead, spiritual assistant;  Ann Marie Neuok, OFS, 
Council Member, Dee Hrankaj, OFS; Deacon Michael Hopper, guest,; Judy Ewing, OFS, 
Treasurer; Judith Cronk, OFS; Council Member; Beth Boettcher, OFS, Tricia Hanlon, OFS, 
Council Member; Ginger Thummel, OFS, Minister; Letah Lewis, OFS, Vice Minister; Aimee 
Rivera, candidate; Judy Hart, OFS; back row, Rick Ewing, OFS; Peggy Millikan, 
Dominic  Palmisano OFS;  Tom Firme, OFS, Secretary; Bill Monteith, OFS, Formation 
Director. 

Newly elected council members 

Minister: Ginger Thummel 

Vice-minister: Letah Lewis 

Secretary: Tom Firme 

Treasurer:  Judy Ewing 

Formation Director: Bill Monteith 

Councilor: Tricia Hanlon, Ann Marie Neuok, and 

Judith Cronk 

Saint Stanislaus and Adalbert Fraternity 

Let us pray for those who have been 

elected. Through their service of 

animating and guiding the fraternity, 

may we all live our faith more deeply, 

witness to Christ more bravely, and 

work to prepare the Kingdom of God 

more enthusiastically. 

The Regional Council is pleased to announce the results of the elections to the Executive 
Council of the St. Stanislaus and St. Adalbert Fraternity in Broken Arrow. Oklahoma.   

Elections took place on Sunday August 15, 2021 at St. Anne Catholic Church in Broken Arrow. The Presider was 
Janice Keeley, OFS of Tahlequah, OK and Friar Witness was Sr. Doric Engeman, FSHF from Lawrence, KS.  



OUTREACH TO FIRST NATION PEOPLE 

On July16, Bob Brill, Craig King, and Dan Lonnquist headed for 

Black Mesa on the Navajo reservation in northeast Arizona. A 

large moving truck had been loaded the evening before by 

Fullbright scholarship students from Kansas University. We had 

been donated 15 wooden beds, 15 wooden dressers, and 15 

wooden desks from Haskell University in Lawrence when the 

furniture was being replaced in one of the dormitories on campus. 

In addition, there were boxes of clothing, bed linens, blankets, 

dinnerware, sporting goods, children’s books, and toys as well as 

bicycles. We have coordinated trips to the Black Mesa chapter of 

the Navajo with Lynn Dean, a community health worker on the 

reservation. Black Mesa is located in a very remote part of the 

reservation and as we were leaving the area, wild horses crossed 

the road in front of us. The trip out to the reservation is an 18 - 19 

hour drive. 

We have a trip planned to the Yankton Lakota Sioux reservation 

in South Dakota during the month of October. 

BROTHER JACOBA FRATERNITY, LAWRENCE, KS 



Queen of Angels Fraternity 

Kintsukuroi is the Japanese art of repairing 

broken pottery with gold. The end result is more 

beautiful for having been broken. This can 

provide an illustration for spiritual healing. The 

Holy Spirit enters into our brokenness like pure 

liquid gold. The cracks are mended, shards are 

restored and everything is held together in His 

loving embrace. The end result is truly a new 

creation. 

In August, the Queen of Angels 
fraternity had their visitation.  The 
Pastoral Visitor was Bob Brill, 
who is in training to be a spiritual 
assistant. Judith Cronk was the 
Fraternal Visitor, and Jo Keller is 
the Minister for the fraternity.  



So, go forth in your profession, proclaiming the Word of God, 
following our Lord Jesus Christ by walking in the footsteps of our 

father, St. Francis and leaving your own Franciscan footprint 
wherever you go! 

This picture is Richard Cronk and Cindy  Brothers-Full at their profession rite 
with Minister Bill Full at St Eugene Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, Ok.  

St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity 

Oklahoma City, OK 



This is a photo of Larry Dougherty Larry Menestrina at the 
Midwest Catholic family conference on August 7. The 

Franciscans set up a table to recruit inquirers. 

Jeanmarie Murray, OFS, at right, and 
her mother evangelized about the 
sanctity of life Wednesday, Sept. 22, 
at the Planned Parenthood office in 
Wichita, Kansas. They were taking 
part in the 40 Days for Life event. 
Jeanmarie is a member of St. 
Anthony Fraternity in Wichita. 

Secular Franciscan Outreach 

Share ideas of other ways we can reach out to our neighbors. 



Seated: Mary Mead, minister; next to her is Ann Marie Neuok, Spiritual Assistant 

Row behind: Janice Keeley, Secretary; Lynn Konz, Candidate; Steve Hambry, Treasurer 

Back row: Mark Keeley, Vice Minister and Bill Todd, Candidate 
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Left:  Rite of Admission for Lynn Konz:  Seated: Mary Mead, 
Minister, Standing: Mark Keeley, Formation Director and 
Lynn Konz.  

Picture  from the Fraternity Visitation 



NAME FRATERNITY CITY, STATE DATE 

Adam Cuong Nguyen  OFS St. Anthony of Padua Wichita, KS September 28, 2020 

Monsignor Ralph Kaiser OFS Queen of the Angels Buckner, MO December 11, 2020A 

Anthony Rizzi OFS Holy Eucharist Independence, MO December 21, 2020 

Maryann Peale OFS Holy Eucharist Independence, MO December 25, 2020 

Claude Graybill OFS Our Lady of Sorrows Olathe, KS December 29, 2020 

Renee Kozee Martin, OFS Holy Eucharist Holden,  MO May 26, 2021 

Patricia Rieger OFS St. Francis  of Assisi Oklahoma City, OK May 2021 

Sister Death 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 

O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their 

souls and the souls of all of the 

faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Actions speak louder then words; 

let your words teach and your 

actions speak. 

 

- St. Anthony of Padua 



On October 17, Our Lady of Sorrows Fraternity 

attended the Holy Family School of Faith Rosary 

Tailgate and Adoration at Fiorella’s. It was a beautiful 

evening, and a wonderful event.  



Minister Spiritual Advisor Fr. Michael Scully, OFM Cap frmikescully@yahoo.co 

Minister Judith Cronk OFS judykylnne@gmail.com 

Vice Minister  Bob Brill OFS rvbrill51@gmail.com 

Secretary Brenda Lager OFS brendalager2008@gmail.com 

Treasurer Greg King OFS rgregking@gmail.com 

Formation Director Dona Gibbons OFS donagibbons2@gmail.com 

Councilor  - Kansas Brenda Lager OFS brendalager2008@gmail.com 

Councilor  - KC Metro Sylvia Ridge OFS sylviaridge87@gmail.com 

Councilor  - Western Kansas Stanley Cordova OFS stanleycordova12@gmail.com 

Councilor  - Oklahoma Janice Keeley OFS jandmkeeleyofs@gmail.com 

Regional Webmaster Bart Ridge OFS bart@jdpofs.org 

Regional Database Manager Claudia Kauzlarich OFS claudiakauz.sfo@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Dona Gibbons OFS donagibbons2@gmail.com 

JPIC Animator Susan Tabor OFS souljourner@sbcglobal.net 

FY/YA Animator Sue Swayngim OFS sswayngim@gmail.com 

Interfaith Committee Chair Bill Full OFS billfull@cox.net 

Juan de Padilla Regional Council 

Deadline for the next newsletter is January 31, 2022 

Please include some text with the phot0s 

Database must be updated by December 31, 2021 

Annual report is due December 31, 2021 

Fair Share is due February 1, 2022 


