
It’s been just over one year since the formal opening of the 

cause for Sr. Marie de Mandat-Grancey, DC, was held here 

in Kansas City at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-

tion.  That event coincided with the beginning of our new 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity in Blue Springs.  Sr. Marie 

has been a most special patron for us in our prayers 

throughout this first year.  We have continually asked for 

her intercession and prayed for her cause.  The year also 

brought a new book about Mary’s house in Ephesus and Sr. 

Marie’s role in acquiring it.  Fr. Carl Schulte from here in 

Independence is the author.  He talked about  the book 

during a special book signing at the Catholic Center in 

January 2012.    
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Sr. Marie de Mandat-Grancey, DC, Servant of God, Pray for Us! 

 January 5th, 2012, Fr. 

Schulte signed copies of 

his book . 

Sr. Connie, Fr. Schulte, Sr. Loretta at the Catholic Center. 

A Must Read! 

Blanche Dunne, Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace.  

 more about Franciscan spiri-

tuality.  Blanche Dunne along 

with all of the members of this 

fraternity traveled that path 

together.  We studied, prayed, 

discussed, celebrated and wor-

shiped as one on this journey.  

Then on July 9, 2006, we pro-

fessed together.  After many 

faithful years of serving the 

church through Bible study 

Monica Blanche Dunne OFS 

groups, the Catholic Charismatic Re-

newal, the intercessory prayer group at 

the Franciscan Prayer Center, and as 

sacristan at St. Mark’s parish in Inde-

pendence, Blanche completed her final 

journey on February 9, 2012.   She is 

survived by two sisters, Mary G. Dunne 

and Patricia Powers  both of Iowa, and 

one brother Alan G. Dunne of Virginia.   

She will be 

missed.  

In 2004, twenty people 

started out on a journey 

together to discover 

https://media.benedictpress.com/images/2335/2335x.jpg


The temperature hov-

ered in the high 30s. 

Intermittent rain 

forced marchers to 

put on ponchos and 

assorted rain gear 

and pull out their 

umbrellas. The wet 

weather left the Na-

tional Mall a soggy 

and muddy patch, 

which marchers 

slogged through after 

the rally as they 

headed to Constitu-

tion Avenue, past the 

Capitol and up to the 

Supreme Court. 

U.S. House Speaker 

John Boehner of 

Ohio addressed the 

crowd during the an-

nual March for Life 

rally in Washington, 

D.C  on Jan. 23.  

Speaker Boehner told 

the  rally that  

“Americans as a 

people are  pro—

life.  Life, liberty 

are at the core of 

our national char-

acter.” 

The annual pro-life 

demonstration marks 

the 1973 Supreme 

Court decision that 

legalized abortion 

across the nation. 

Monsignor Ralph 

Kaiser and Cathy 

Herndon from Our 

Lady of the Angels 

Fraternity made the 

annual pilgrimage to  

Washington, D.C. 

again this year. 

Cathy reported that 

there were thousands 

of youth and young 

adults.  You would 

never know by watch-

ing the  news on TV! 

Monsignor Kaiser, 

Cathy and others 

from the Church of 

the Santa Fe  met  up 

with Bishop Finn  

and the new semi-

narians from the 

Kansas City—St Jo-

seph diocese for 

lunch.   

Just to see our faith 

in action is well 

worth the cold and 

the long trip.  Our 

diocese is very 

blessed to have  so 

many  young  men 

choosing to 

be priests! 

2012 March for Life  Washington, D.C. 
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"The violent 

destruction 

of a child    

in the womb 

is not an 

American 

value." 

US Speaker       

of the House,   

John Boehner  

Speaker John Boehner 



The fraternity’s  first 

Picture  Directory was 

available at the Febru-

ary Gathering.  

The  directory includes 

pictures of the frater-

nity  first visitation 

from Regional Minis-

ter, Alice  Crews and 

Father  Curtis Colson, 

OFM, Cap. 

Fraternity activities 

such as prayer rallies, 

Life Chains, healing 

prayer services and po-

litical activities are in-

cluded.   

The directory docu-

ments area SFO events 

such as the Transitus 

and Christmas Party at 

the Franciscan Prayer 

Center. Inquirers Dave 

and Virginia Forbes are 

also introduced. 

Fraternity Directories Are Out! 

'Before 

they call,   

I will 

answer.'     

(Isaiah 

65:24) 
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Following the sugges-

tions of the NAFRA  

visitators, Queen of the 

Angels Fraternity is go-

ing to the Movies to 

learn more about our 

faith and share  broth-

erhood at the same 

time.   

 

Fraternity—Night at the Movies 

 

that as a dogma of the 

Catholic  faith. 

 

 
Helen Boos invited the 

fraternity  to her home  

to view the movie about 

Blessed Duns Scotus.  

The movie is the true 

story of the holy Fran-

ciscan priest and theo-

logian who won a fa-

mous debate  against 

the Dominicans in the 

13th century in which 

he defended  Our 

Lady’s great privilege  

of her Immaculate Con-

ception, laying the 

groundwork for the 

Church to later define  

Dave and Virginia Forbes, Pat 

Durham, and Helen Boos  

Kathy Johnson, Pat Durham 

and Helen Boos  

Monsignor Kaiser reviews the 

formation material with the 

Duns Scotus 



On Oct. 14, Bishop 

Robert Finn of Kansas 

City-St. Joseph, Mo., 

was indicted for failure 

to report suspected 

child abuse, a charge 

linked to the arrest in 

May 2011 of Father 

Shawn Ratigan,  a di-

ocesan priest, for pos-

session of child pornog-

raphy. The New York 

Times noted that it was 

the “first time in the 25

-year history of the 

Church’s sex-abuse 

scandals that the leader 

of an American diocese 

has been held crimi-

nally liable for the be-

havior of a priest he 

supervised.” 

Bishop Finn and the  

Diocese of Kansas City-

St. Joseph have each 

been charged with one 

misdemeanor count for 

failure to report the 

priest to the authori-

ties. The local prosecu-

tor as well as the Times 

and The Kansas City 

Star have underscored 

the unprecedented na-

ture of the indictment.  

After the group prayed 

the rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, Attor-

ney Michael D. Quinlan 

spoke.  He explained 

how the indictment 

against Bishop Finn is 

legally defective.   

Among the many rea-

sons Mr. Quinlan gave 

is that the charge from 

the Jackson County 

prosecutor is not con-

sistent with how the 

county has applied the 

law in past cases. 

Also Bishop Finn did 

not have knowledge or 

information that re-

quired following the 

mandate to report.  

National writer and au-

thor, Jack Cashill spoke 

about how the abortion 

industry is behind the 

attacks upon the 

church.  He expressed 

his concern about 

whether Bishop Finn 

can get a fair hearing in 

Jackson County , Mis-

souri.  The connection 

of prosecutor and 

SNAP is in question.  

The bias of the Kansas 

City Star and most of 

the media in general has 

created misunderstand-

ings about the facts in this 

case.   

Helen Boos, Virginia 

Forbes and Dona Gibbons 

of Queen of the Angels 

Fraternity attended the 

Victory for Bishop Finn 

prayer rally at the Divine 

Mercy Park in North Kan-

sas City in January. 

For more information 

about this case go to: 

www.victoryforbishopfinn

.com 

Justice for Bishop Finn 
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"For your 

sake we are 

being slain   

all the day;  

we are   

looked upon 

as sheep     

to be     

slaugh-

tered."  

Romans 

8:36 

Representing the  Secular Francis-

cans at the  rally  for  Bishop Finn 

are  Helen Boos, Dona Gibbons and 

Virginia Forbes. 

St. Joseph, pray for us 



The Obama administra-

tion announced Janu-

ary 20 that under its 

2010 ObamaCare medi-

cal legislation employ-

ers will be compelled to 

cover birth control for 

women free of charge, 

including controversial 

contraceptive drugs 

which can induce abor-

tion early in a woman’s 

pregnancy. The admini-

stration rejected an ap-

peal from religious or-

ganizations, led by the 

Catholic Church, for an 

exemption on insur-

ance provided to em-

ployees of religious in-

stitutions such as hos-

pitals, colleges, and 

charities. 

 Under the ruling, most 

health insurance cov-

ered by employers will 

be required to include 

free access to all con-

traceptives approved by 

the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA), 

including such 

“emergency contracep-

tion” as Plan B, RU-

486, Ella, and other 

“morning after” drugs 

which can induce abor-

tion in women who 

take them very early in 

their pregnancies. 

 

The White House made 

the announcement 

about the ruling 

through Kathleen Se-

belius, Secretary of 

Health and Human Ser-

vices, who insisted that 

the decision “was made 

after very careful consid-

eration, including the 

important concerns 

some have raised about 

religious liberty.” She 

expressed her belief that 

the mandate “strikes the 

appropriate balance be-

tween respecting reli-

gious freedom and in-

creasing access to impor-

tant preventive services.” 

- THE NEW AMERICAN 

Religious Groups Fight Contraception Mandate 

Never before 

in US 

history has  

the Federal 

Government 

forced 

citizens to 

directly 

purchase 

that which 

violates our 

beliefs” -  

Cardinal DiNardo,  
archbishop,  

Galveston-Houston 
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“At the heart of every 

culture, whether per-

ceived or not, is a 

consensus about the 

nature of reality and 

the moral good, and 

thus about the condi-

tions for human flour-

ishing.  In America, 

that consensus as en-

shrined in  your na-

tion’s  Founding 

document, was  

Reflection on American Culture 

grounded in a world-

view shaped not only 

by faith but a commit-

ment to certain ethi-

cal principles deriving 

from nature and na-

tures God.  Today that 

consensus has eroded 

significantly in the 

face of powerful new 

cultural currents 

which are not only 

directly opposed to  

core moral teachings 

of the Judeo-

Christian tradition, 

but increasingly hos-

tile to Christianity as 

such".—  

Pope Benedict XVI 

Pope Benedict 

 



In  February, the Vatican an-

nounced that on Sunday, October 

21, 2012, Blessed Marianne Cope 

will be Canonized a Saint. This 

ceremony will  be an important 

one to Franciscans and Americans 

alike.  She will be the first Francis-

can United States citizen to be 

elevated to  sainthood..  She en-

tered the Sisters of Saint Francis in 

Syracuse, N.Y. on November 19, 

1862. One year later Sister 

Marianne professed  

her vows of poverty, chastity and 

obedience as a Sister of St. Francis.  

In 1883 she answered a call to help 

the lepers in Hawaii.  She helped 

Fr. Damian’s work there and spent 

the rest of her life ministering to 

these forgotten souls. 

 

1. For Mother Marianne, serving God meant serving  Jesus’ brothers and sisters who were most in 
need.  St. Francis of Assisi, who had embraced diseased outcasts, was her model. 

2. During her seven years in leadership at St. Joseph Hospital in Syracuse, N.Y., Mother Marianne 
 was instrumental in its success. After traveling to Hawaii, Mother Marianne established Malulani 
 Hospital in 1884, making it the first general hospital on the island of Maui.  

3      Bishop Home in Kalaupapa, Molokai, Mother Marianne and the sisters made dresses for the girls 
 in the latest fashion. She loved to teach them crafts, and to beautify their bedrooms or them
 selves with the work of  their own, often disabled  hands. 

4. As she treated Hansen’s disease (leprosy) patients with dignity and respect, Mother Marianne 
not only  improved their quality of life, but she also created a meaningful and supportive commu-
nity environment. 

         5. Since Mother Marianne arrived at Kalaupapa, Molokai in 1888, 63 Sisters of St. Francis have 
 followed    in her  footsteps by providing loving care to people  with Hansen’s disease and their
  families. No sister  has ever    contracted the disease as promised by Mother Marianne. 

         6.    Her spirit of self-sacrifice enabled Mother Marianne to live and minister to people with Hansen’s 
 disease for 35 years. 

7. Poet Robert Louis Stevenson spent one week in Kalaupapa, and during this time wrote a poem 
for Mother Marianne and the sisters. He later donated a piano so there would “always be music.” 

         8.   The remains of Mother Marianne are in a reliquary at the St. Anthony Convent chapel in Syracuse
 N.Y., adjacent to her museum. 

9.     In 2005, Mother Marianne received both church and state honors when she was proclaimed 
 Blessed at  the Vatican in May and was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame at            
 Seneca Falls, N.Y. in October. 

      10.    The spirit of Mother Marianne lives on today as more than 60 Sisters of St. Francis t still exists 
 today. 

  

In addition to bringing professional hospital care and infection control to the Kalaupapa settlement, 
Mother Marianne brought a woman’s touch, fixing landscapes and celebrating local culture. At serve in 
schools, parishes, a retreat center and health care facilities on four islands. 
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St. Marianna 

Cope,  

Pray for Us! 

Msgr.’s Corner 

Blessed Marianne Cope To Be Canonized 

Blessed Marianne Cope (1838-1918)  

Sisters of the Third Franciscan Order 

of Syracuse, New York   

 

I am not 

afraid of 

any disease; 

hence it 

would be 

my  

greatest  

delight even 

to minister 

to the  

abandoned 

"lepers".  
 

— Letter of 

Blessed 

Marianne Cope Ten Things to Know About Blessed Marianne Cope 

Female Patient at the  

Bishop Home in             

Kalaupapa, Hawaii 

“Will you kiss the leper clean, 

And do such as this unseen, 

And admit to what I mean to 

you and you in Me?” 

              The Summons 



We lift up the following persons, 

families and intentions  with our 

prayers.   

 For  conversion of all hearts 

and minds.   

 Healing of bodies, finances, 

relationships. 

 Healing for  

       Mr. Bush 

       Joan & Don Riley 

       Sr. Josephine 

       Zack McSwain 

 Dale Durham 

   Bishop Finn, all priests     

             & all religious 

 The homebound, elderly      

             & homeless 

 For pregnant women &  

 unborn children 

 For financial security and 

employment for all 

 For repose of the soul of 

Blanche Dunne OFS 

 For return of all Catholics to 

the faith. 

 America, the 2012 Elections 

Lord Jesus, you who gave us your commandment of love of God and neighbor, and identified yourself in a special way with the most 

needy of your people, hear our prayer. Faithful to your teaching, St. Marianne Cope loved and served her neighbor, especially the 

most desolate outcast, giving herself generously and heroically for those afflicted by leprosy. She alleviated their physical and spiri-

tual sufferings, thus helping them to accept their afflictions with patience. Her care and concern for others manifested the great love 

you have for us. Through her merits and intercession, grant us the favor which we confidently ask of you so that the people of God, 

following the inspiration of her life and apostolate, may practice charity towards all according to your word and example. Amen. 

Through the intercession of St. Marianne Cope, I ask for the grace of (mention your request). 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 

           Prayer to St. Marianne Cope 
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To see the infinite pity of this place, 

The mangled limb, the devastated face, 

The innocent sufferers smiling at the rod, 

A fool were tempted to deny his God. 

He sees, and shrinks; but if he look again, 

Lo, beauty springing from the breast of pain!— 

He marks the sisters on the painful shores, 

And even a fool is silent and adores. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

Intercessory Instructions 

1. The intercessory help of St. Marianne must be asked. You can pray the suggested prayer on the prayer card or use your own words. You 

really are asking one believed to be close to God to intervene for a need or special favor. 

2. If you are seeking an authenticated miracle case, (one that can be proved), the prayer petition for help must be said to only one intercessor. 

Else it cannot be shown that St. Marianne obtained the favor. 

(Hail Marys can be said in support of your petition to St. Marianne, but it must be clear that you are placing your confidence in one interces-

sor). 

3. Relics do not obtain favors. They are means of inspiration. Also, an advantage is that in a miracle case when one is used to touch the per-

son, it shows a special contact has been made between the person and the intercessor. 

Let Us Pray, Come Lord Jesus 

 For protection of human life 

from the moment of conception 

to natural death 

 For a repeal of the HHS man-

date against Catholic con-

sciences. 

 For a grace filled Lent. 

 For vocations to the Secular 

Franciscan Order 

 For the persecuted church in the 

world 



 
 

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your goodness; in your 

abundant compassion blot out my offense." Psalm 51:3 (The 

"Miserere" Psalm) 
 

How many of us plan to "give things up" for Lent? Maybe we've been thinking about chocolate, or soda 

pop, or snacks between meals. Maybe we've thought it's a good time to actually fulfill those New Year's 

resolutions we were so determined to do on 31 December! 

 

However, it seems to me, this misses the point of Lent. Lent is the time the entire Church -- East and 

West, Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox (although on a different calendar) -- journey together prayer-

fully toward the great celebration of the Lord Jesus' Paschal Mystery. It all aims toward the Sacred 

Triduum (Three Days) of the end of Holy Week toward Easter. 

 

The Roman, or Western, Tradition solemnly begins Lent on Ash Wednesday with the marking of ashes 

on the forehead or sprinkling ashes on the top of the head (as is done in parts of Europe). The Byzan-

tine Tradition begins on the evening of Cheese-Fare Sunday (this past Sunday) with Forgiveness Ves-

pers, a penitential ceremony at the end of which the priest and congregation mutually ask forgiveness 

of one another and embrace one another in peace. 

 

It is the time of the Great Fast, a time to refrain from regular life and to purposely prepare to deepen 

one's relationship with the Lord together with the entire Church. What a great retreat -- and we get to 

do it together with all our brother and sister Christians around the world! Praise God! 

 

But, as I stated above, it's more than "giving up" something. It really is a matter of growing in Chris-

tian maturity, letting Jesus Christ genuinely be who he says he is in our lives. He is Lord, he is Savior, 

he is Master, he is the Good Shepherd, he is Son of God, he is Bread of Life, he is Resurrection and 

Life, he is the Way, the Truth and the Life -- and the list, of course, goes on. 

 

So Lent is not a matter of taking advantage of a church time to lose weight, or exercise, or other such 

practices about us. It's about focusing on the Lord Jesus. 

 

This is what St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare of Assisi both understood intuitively and practiced. The 

earliest Franciscans were known as the "Penitents of Assisi". Penance was a popular devotion in the 

Middle Ages, even into the Modern age. Some of the physical rigors we would consider odd or even 

bizarre today. 

 

But the overall purpose of the penance that Sts. Francis and Clare practiced was to turn their minds 

and hearts to the Lord. That's the purpose of Franciscan penance; that is the purpose of Christian pen-

ance! It is to deliberately rid ourselves of unnecessary distractions (TV? iPods?), that which can sepa-

rate us from the Lord, at least for the period of this retreat of forty days. And it is to face the tempta-

tions in our lives, by God's grace, and know the victorious power of the Lord's love over them. Even 

when we fail! 

 



St. Francis of Assisi, as a young man, praying before the San Damiano Crucifix: 

"Lord, who are you . . .? And, who am I . . .?" His prayer in this run down chapel 

was pivotal in his conversion to the Lord. This was where he heard the Lord Jesus 

speak to him from the Cross and say, "Francis, go repair my Church, which you see 

is falling into ruin!" 

 

TSt. Francis of Assisi, as a young man, praying before the San Damiano Crucifix: "Lord, who are you . . .? 

And, who am I . . .?" His prayer in this run down chapel was pivotal in his conversion to the Lord. This was 

where he heard the Lord Jesus speak to him from the Cross and say, "Francis, go repair my Church, which 

you see is falling into ruin!" 

As we turn to the Lord we are changed! The fruit of the Spirit (cf. Gal. 5:22-23) become more evident in our 

lives. The image of the Lord Jesus becomes more manifest and visible in our attitudes, our ways of speaking, 

our ways of acting and interacting.  His was what was so attractive about St. Francis and the Franciscans, both 

men and women. Although quite imperfect, they were willing to grow in holiness as men and women of pen-

ance. It is about becoming conformed to the Lord Jesus. 

 

In a word, we are undergoing conversion! Conversion from our selfishness to the Lord's own selflessness 

through acts of generosity and almsgiving (outreach to the poor); from self-preoccupation to concern about 

what the Lord wants for us through self-abnegation (fasting); from vanity and self-absorption to deeper love 

of God and neighbor through prayer. 

            April 6   Good Friday 

   April 8  Easter 

   April 15 Divine Mercy Sunday 

   April 22 Fraternity Gathering 

   April 23 Sister Josephine’s Birthday 

   May 1   St Joseph the Worker 

   May 13  Our Lady of Fatima & Mother’s 

   Day 

   May 17  Ascension of Our Lord 

   May 27  Pentecost—Gathering 

   May 28 Memorial Day 

    Council Meetings ………………..TBA 

   

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Queen of the Angels  
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

 
790 SW 40 Hiway 

PMB 130 Blue Springs, MO 64014 
Queenofangelsfo@gmail.com 

 
Council  

Minister, Dona Gibbons, ofs 
Vice Minister, Kathy Johnson, ofs 

Secretary, Pat Durham, ofs 
Treasurer, Helen Boos, ofs 

Formation Master, Cathy Herndon, ofs 
Spiritual Assistant, 

 Monsignor Ralph Kaiser, ofs 


